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27TH

INSOLVENCY
CONFERENCE

ANNUAL
NEED

TO KNOW
INTERNET LOGIN INFORMATION
1: Open your device wifi network

options
2: Choose Meritage Conference
3: Open web browser
4: Enter user ID & Password into

Splash Page
5: User ID: cbf    Password: dsi

CONFERENCE APP

Download available at

Join the conversation #cbfconf

LINK TO EDUCATION MATERIALS
WEBSITE: calbf.org/2015conf 
CLICK: Download Materials
USER NAME: cbf 
PASSWORD: 2015

WIN 
WIN

PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST
Cash prizes in 6 categories.
Winners announced at Sunday
Brunch.  Info on page 14.

CONFERENCE SURVEY DRAWING
Complete Survey on Page 87.
Drop it by registration for a chance
to win a “wine country” prize.
Winner drawn at Sunday brunch. 

NEED A COFFEE FIX?
Complimentary coffee available
each morning from 7:00 –
10:00am in hotel main lobby
across from the concierge.
Specialty Drinks available at Blend
Café from 6:00am – 4:00pm, 
map on page 9 – symbol 6.

Message from the President

PETER L. FEAR
Fear Law Group PC

On behalf of the California Bankruptcy Forum, I am pleased to welcome you to the 27th

Annual Insolvency Conference at The Meritage Resort and Spa in Napa.

This year marks 10 years after the passage of the landmark Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention

and Consumer Protection Act of 2005, the most substantial change to the Bankruptcy

Code in at least the last 20 years. It seems like more and more questions are being raised

every year about the efficacy of the Bankruptcy Code. Is it mere coincidence that of the

70-80 cases the Supreme Court will decide this year, six (6) of them involve the

Bankruptcy Code? With that anniversary and those swirling questions, now is an

appropriate time to consider the theme for the 2015 CBF Insolvency Conference: “The

Bankruptcy Code: Battered, Broken or Just Right?” 

The Conference Co-Chairs, Diana Herman of McKenna, Long & Aldridge LLP, Steven J.

Katzman of Bienert Miller & Katzman PLC, and Dennis D. Miller of Lubin Olson &

Niewiadomski LLP, have assembled a leadership team that will provide timely speakers

and educational programs addressing local, state and national insolvency issues. They

have also planned numerous events which will make the conference experience

memorable for all attendees and their guests. 

This year’s conference includes a diverse program assembled by the tireless efforts of

Education Co-Chairs Caroline Djang of Rutan & Tucker, LLP, Michael Lauter of Sheppard

Mullin Richter & Hampton LLP, and Michael Lubic of K&L Gates LLP. Beginning with the

ABI mock Chapter 11 confirmation hearing on Friday morning and continuing through the

last sessions of the YIP and Consumer Programs on Saturday afternoon, the schedule is

packed full of relevant and informative CLE programs. Conference highlights include the

Honorable Willie L. Brown, Jr. as keynote speaker and “The Bankruptcy Bachelor” hosted

by Judge Bluebond. 

Many thanks are due to the conference leadership, CBF board, volunteers, panelists and

JBS staff who have worked so hard to make this conference a success. It is truly amazing

what they have been able to accomplish and I am honored to be associated with such an

excellent program. Thanks for coming and have a great conference!
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Wednesday, May 13
8:00am – 5:00pm  | Meritage Ballroom, Salon I – II
AIRA Certification Course

Thursday, May 14
8:00am – 5:00pm | Meritage Ballroom, Salon I – II
AIRA Certification Course

9:00am – 6:00pm | Meritage Ballroom Foyer
Conference Registration Desk

3:00pm – 5:00pm | Meritage Ballroom, Salon VII – VIII
California Bankruptcy Forum
Board of Directors Meeting

5:00pm – 5:30pm | Meritage Ballroom, Salon VII – VIII
California Bankruptcy Journal
Board of Directors Meeting

5:30pm – 6:30pm | Vineyard Terrace
CBF & CBJ Board of Directors,
Sponsors & Exhibitors Welcome Reception

Friday, May 15 
7:00am – 12:00pm | Meritage Ballroom, Salon I – II
AIRA Certification Course

7:00am – 6:00pm | Meritage Ballroom Foyer
Registration Desk Open

8:00am – 9:00am | Vineyard Deck
Yoga in the Vineyard

9:30am – 10:30am | Meritage Ballroom, Salon V – VI
Zumba with Judge Smith

9:00am – 11:00am | Meritage Ballroom, Salon IX – X
ABI Mock Individual Chapter 11 Hearing

9:30am – 11:30am | Meritage Ballroom, Salon VII
Insolvency Law Committee Board Meeting

10:00am – 11:00am | Petit Verdot
California Bankruptcy Journal
Editorial Board Meeting

10:00am – 5:00pm | Carneros Foyer & Oakville Terrace
Exhibits Open

11:15am – 12:00pm | Carneros Ballroom
Lunch Served 11:30am – 12:00pm Only

12:05pm – 1:50pm | Carneros Ballroom
Keynote Luncheon & Judges’ Roundtable

Coffee Break 1:50pm – 2:15pm 

Annoucements 2:15pm – 2:30pm  

2:30pm – 5:00pm | Carneros Ballroom
Education Programs

5:15pm – 6:30pm | Oakville Terrace
Insolvency Law Committee Reception

6:30pm – 9:30pm | Event Piazza
Young Insolvency Professionals Welcome BBQ
Preregistered event, ticket required

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Saturday, May 16
7:00am – 8:00am | Meritage Ballroom, Salon IX – X
Ethics Program

7:30am – 12:30pm | Carneros Foyer & Oakville Terrace
Exhibits Open

7:30am – 1:30pm | Meritage Ballroom Foyer
Registration Desk Open

8:00am – 9:00am | Carneros Ballroom
Judges’ Roundtable Breakfast & Program

Stretch Break 9:00am – 9:15am 

9:15am – 10:30am | Carneros Ballroom
Education Program

Coffee Break 10:30am – 11:00am 

11:00am – 12:15pm | Carneros Ballroom
The Bankruptcy Bachelor – Gameshow

10:00am – 11:00am | Vineyard Deck
Yoga in the Vineyard – Guest Activity

12:30pm – 5:00pm | Meritage Ballroom, Salon IX – X
Young Insolvency Professionals Program

1:30pm – 5:00pm | Meritage Ballroom, Salon VII – VIII
Consumer Bankruptcy Program

1:30pm – 6:30pm | Eagle Vines Golf Club
Annual Golf Tournament
(Bus Departs Front Drive at 12:45 – Tee-off at 1:30 pm)

2:00pm – 3:00pm | Estate Cave
Shape of the Glass Wine Experience
Optional Activity

3:00pm – 4:30pm | Estate Cave Entry
Vineyard Tour & Wine Tasting
Optional Activity

6:30pm – 10:00pm | Artesa Winery
Winery Dinner
(Buses Depart Front Drive 6:00-6:45pm)

Sunday, May 17
8:00am – 10:00am | Oakville & Rutherford Terrace
Farewell Brunch

10:00am – 11:00am | Carneros Ballroom, Salon A
2016 Conference Planning Committee Meeting

Speaker Practice Room: Trinitas Board Room down left hallway in Carneros 
Conference Center  Available: 8:00am-6:00pm Friday & 8:00am-1:00pm Saturday

Meeting Space and Property Map-Pages 8-9

Meeting Space & Grounds Map  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8-9
Conference Co-Chairs Welcome  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11
Leadership Team  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .15, 42
Participating Judges . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19
Pro Bono Project  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .22
Education Program  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .41-49
2016 Conference Location & Planning Meeting  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .49,56
Sponsor Summaries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .60-62, 69-70, 73-76, 78-80
Exhibitor Summaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .81-82
Advertiser Index  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .83-84
Sponsor Index . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .85-86
Exhibitor Index  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .86
Conference Survey  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .87
Local Forum Administrators  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .88
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SPONSORSPLATINUM SPONSORS

GOLD SPONSORS
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SPONSORS SILVER SPONSORS

Dennis D. Miller
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Resort Grounds Maps

BRONZE SPONSORS
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27TH

INSOLVENCY
CONFERENCE

ANNUAL

Message from the Co-Chairs

DIANA HERMAN
McKenna, Long & Aldridge LLP

STEVEN J. KATZMAN
Bienert Miller & Katzman PLC

DENNIS D. MILLLER
Lubin Olson & Niewiadomski LLP

Dear Friends, Colleagues and Distinguished Guests,

Welcome to the CBF’s 27th Annual Insolvency Conference.  This year’s conference continues CBF’s long-standing tradition of
bringing together a renowned faculty of judges and practitioners to discuss the leading issues in bankruptcy.  The conference offers
educational content for all of California’s varied insolvency professionals and provides specialty educational opportunities directed
to consumer and young insolvency professionals.

The educational program of the conference will center around the topic of The Bankruptcy Code:  Battered, Broken or Just Right?
In reflecting on the past ten years since the Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protection Act has been enacted, many
changes in the bankruptcy code, our practice and the economy have taken place.  This year’s program will address topics all
bankruptcy and insolvency professionals will benefit from and provide an opportunity to mingle with fellow members and
distinguished guests.  

The conference will start Friday morning with CBF’s educational partner, the American Bankruptcy Institute, which will present a
mock confirmation hearing in an individual’s chapter 11 case.  Issues unique to individuals in Chapter 11 will be explored in the
course of the mock hearing.  

The CBF is pleased to welcome the Honorable Willie L. Brown, Jr. as our keynote speaker.  Mayor Brown served over 30 years in
the California State Assembly, spending 15 years as its speaker, and later served as the 41st mayor of San Francisco.  He presided
over San Francisco’s rapidly expanding economy as a result of the start of the “dot-com” era.  During his tenure as mayor, he
encountered first hand income inequality and how it affects society.  While the disparity in wealth has always existed, Mayor Brown
will comment on how it is getting more disparate.  The first of two Judges’ Roundtables will follow Mayor Brown’s address and focus
on how business and consumer bankruptcy cases are affected by the economy and what can be done to enhance protections of
the most economically vulnerable. 

Friday’s educational programs will include two panel discussions by distinguished speakers, Aging Like a Fine Wine – BAPCPA 10
Years Later, and Bearing Fruit? – The Supreme Court’s Continued Foray into Bankruptcy Jurisdiction Post-Stern. Immediately
following the second program, all conference attendees are invited to the annual State Bar Business Law Section’s Insolvency Law
Committee cocktail party.  

Saturday’s panels offer an array of more important bankruptcy topics.  Our early morning Ethics panel will discuss debt collection
practices and attorney ethical issues and our second Judges’ Roundtable will discuss evidentiary issues as well as tips on presenting
evidence and making impactful evidentiary objections in bankruptcy court.  Following the Judges’ Roundtable, an esteemed panel
will address the revisions to the Uniform Fraudulent Transfer Act and other laws and rules affecting bankruptcy and insolvency
practitioners.  The morning concludes with the world premiere of The Bankruptcy Bachelor, a brand new game show produced and
hosted by the Honorable Sheri Bluebond.  Separate afternoon sessions on Saturday include the Young Insolvency Professional
program and the Consumer Bankruptcy program, as well as CBF’s annual golf tournament, a vineyard tour and other vineyard
activities.  Saturday evening will beckon us to Artesa Winery, with its sweeping panoramic views of the Napa Valley and unique
dining opportunity in its barrel room.

Special thanks to President Peter L. Fear, educational Co-Chairs Caroline Djang, Michael Lauter and Michael Lubic, program book
Co-Chairs Kyle Everett, Mark Shinderman and Kelly Ann Tran, YIP Co-Chairs Michael T. Delaney and Kerry Moynihan, consumer
program co-chairs Wesley H. Avery and Hagop Bedoyan, ABI program chair Jeffrey Pomerantz, pro bono program chair Robert
Marticello and our judicial liaison the Honorable Peter H. Carroll, for their outstanding work and dedication over the past year to
make CBF’s 2015 Insolvency Conference a tremendous success.   Additionally, we thank each of the session producers, speakers
and JBS & Associates staff whose hard work makes CBF an outstanding venue for timely educational sessions.  Last, and most
important, we express our gratitude and thanks to our sponsors, without whom this conference could not exist.
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Peter L. Fear, President
CBF ProBono Fund
calbf.org/probono

Honorable Peter H. Carroll, Judicial Liason
CBF ProBono Fund
calbf.org/probono

Diana Herman, Conference Co-Chair
826 Valencia
826valencia.org

Steven J. Katzman, Conference Co-Chair
CBF ProBono Fund
calbf.org/probono

Dennis D. Miller, Conference Co-Chair
SF - Marin Food Bank
sfmfoodbank.org

Caroline Djang, Education Co-Chair
Public Law Center of Orange County
publiclawcenter.org

Michael Lauter, Education Co-Chair
March of Dimes Foundation
marchofdimes.com

Michael Lubic, Education Co-Chair
Public Counsel in support of the 
Debtor Assistance Program
www.publiccounsel.org

Wesley H. Avery, Consumer Program Co-Chair
CBF ProBono Fund
calbf.org/probono

Hagop Bedoyan, Consumer Program Co-Chair
Majaree Mason Center
mmcenter.org

Michael T. Delaney, YIP Co-Chair
Michael J. Fox Foundation for Parkinson's Research
michaeljfox.org

Kerry Moynihan, YIP Co-Chair
California State Parks Foundation
calparks.org

Kyle Everett, Program Book Co-Chair
Raphael House
raphaelhouse.org

Mark Shinderman, Program Book Co-Chair
Students Run L.A.
SRLA.org

Kelly Ann Tran, Program Book Co-Chair
American Cancer Society
cancer.org

Jeffrey Pomerantz, ABI Program Chair
ABI Endowment Fund
abi.org/endowment

In the Spirit of Contributions 
to Important Causes...

The 2015 Leadership Team chose to donate the funds that the 
Conference would have spent

on gifts for each individual, to the charity of their choice.
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Second Annual 
Photography Contest

$100 prize in each category
•   Beautiful Napa
•   Bowling
•   CBF action!!
•   Selfies
•   FX (special effects)
•   Animals

Contest Guidelines
•    Enter by Saturday, May 16 at 6:00pm
•    A photo can only win one category
•    Limit 5 photos per entrant 
•    Email Entry to: bovitz@bovitz-spitzer.com,

specify category in subject line.  Cell phone
snapshots are fine, but we welcome higher
resolution photos.

•    The winners will be announced at Sunday
Brunch

Don’t forget to take your finger off the lens
this year. (You know who you are.)



2015  |  CALBF.ORG   

15

A Very Special anks to the 
Conference Leadership Team

2015 President
Peter L. Fear
Fear Law Group PC

2015 Vice President & Pro-Bono Chair
Robert Marticello
Smiley Wang-Ekvall LLP

Judicial Liason
Honorable Peter H. Carroll
US Bankruptcy Court, Central District 

Conference Co-Chair
Diana Herman
McKenna Long & Aldridge LLP

Conference Co-Chair
Steven J. Katzman
Bienert Miller & Katzman PLC

Conference Co-Chair
Dennis D. Miller
Lubin Olson & Niewiadomski LLP

Education Co-Chair
Caroline Djiang
Rutan & Tucker LLP

Education Co-Chair
Michael Lauter
Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton LLP

Education Co-Chair
Michael Lubic
K&L Gates LLP

YIP Co-Chair
Michael T. Delaney
BakerHostetler LLP

YIP Co-Chair
Kerry Moynihan
Bryan Cave LLP

Program Book Co-Chair
Kyle Everett
DSI

Program Book Co-Chair
Mark Shinderman
Milbank

Program Book Co-Chair
Kelly Ann Tran
Mulvaney Barry Beatty Linn 
& Mayers LLP

Consumer Co-Chair
Wesley H. Avery
Roquemore Pringle & Moore Inc

Consumer Co-Chair
Hagop Bedoyan
Klein DeNatale Goldner LLP

ABI Program Chair
Jeffrey N. Pomerantz
Pachulski Stang Ziehl & Jones LLP

PANEL PRODUCERS
Lucy Ajadaharian
Macdonald Fernandez LLP

Roxanne Bahadurji
Macdonald Fernandez LLP

Christine E. Baur
Law Office of Christine E. Baur

Honorable Sheri Bluebond
US Bankruptcy Court, Central District,
Chief Judge

Sarah Boone
Marshack Hays LLP

Kailey Crum
Grobstein Teeple LLP

John D. Fiero
Pachulski Stang Ziehl & Jones LLP

M. Douglas Flahaut
Arent Fox LLP

Michael Fletcher
Walter Wilhelm Law Group

Rebecca Fordon
Brown Rudnick

John-Patrick Fritz
Levene Neale Bender Yoo & Brill LLP

Michael I. Gottfried
Landau Gottfried & Berger LLP

Jennifer Hayes
McKenna Long & Aldridge LLP

Elizabeth Jiang
Vedder Price

Jeannie Kim
Winthrop Couchot

David W. Meadows
Law Offices of David W. Meadows

Samuel L. Newman
Gibson Dunn & Crutcher LLP

Brian Osborne
Rust Consulting / Omni Bankruptcy

Tom Phinney
Parkinson Phinney

Kurt Ramlo
Levene Neale Bender 
Yoo & Brill LLP

Jason E. Rios
Felderstein Fitzgerald 
Willoughby & Pascuzzi LLP

Mark M. Sharf
Merritt Hagen & Sharf LLP

John N. Tedford IV
Danning Gill Diamond & Kollitz LLP

Steven Williamson
Wilke Fleury LLP

Laurel Zaeske
Brown Rudnick LLP
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Three Top Tips
CBF’s reporter at large had an informative chat with Andrew
Bradley, Marketing and Communication Manager at The Meritage.
Andrew shared his three top tips for a fabulous Napa visit: 

“Don’t forget to enjoy everything The Meritage Resort
has to offer; walk through the vineyards; enjoy a relaxing treatment
in Spa Terra, a coffee in Blend or bowling in Crush Ultra Lounge.”

“Take the (complimentary) Meritage Resort shuttle
to downtown Napa and walk around Oxbow Public Market and the
Napa Riverfront or go on the Napa Art Walk.”

“Be adventurous with flavors, tastes and activities
from wine tasting to new restaurants to shopping.”
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Sincere

THANK YOU
to the 2015 Participating Judges

Honorable Louise D. Adler
Southern District of California

Honorable Theodor C. Albert
Central District of California

Honorable Neil W. Bason
Central District of California

Honorable Sheri Bluebond
Chief Judge, Central District of California

Honorable Peter W. Bowie
Southern District of California

Honorable Peter H. Carroll
Central District of California

Honorable Scott C. Clarkson
Central District of California

Honorable Thomas B. Donovan
Central District of California

Honorable Randall L. Dunn
District of Oregon

Honorable Roger L. Efremsky
Chief Judge, Northern District of California

Honorable Mitchel R. Goldberg, Ret.
Central District of California

Honorable M. Elaine Hammond
Northern District of California

Honorable John J. Hargrove, Ret.
Southern District of California

Honorable Christopher D. Jaime
Eastern District of California

Honorable Stephen L. Johnson
Northern District of California

Honorable Ralph B. Kirscher
District of Montana

Honorable Sandra R. Klein
Central District of California

Honorable Christopher M. Klein
Chief Judge, Eastern District of California

Honorable William J. Lafferty
Northern District of California

Honorable W. Richard Lee
Eastern District of California

Honorable Margaret M. Mann
Southern District of California

Honorable Dennis Montali
Northern District of California

Honorable Richard M. Neiter
Central District of California

Honorable Randall J. Newsome, Ret.
Northern District of California, JAMS

Honorable Jim D. Pappas
District of Idaho

Honorable Barry Russell
Central District of California

Honorable David E. Russell
Eastern District of California

Honorable John E. Ryan, Ret.
Central District of California

Honorable Erithe A. Smith
Central District of California

Honorable Maureen A. Tighe
Central District of California

Honorable Arthur S. Weissbrodt
Northern District of California

Honorable Scott H. Yun
Central District of California

Honorable Gregg W. Zive
District of Nevada

As of 4/8/2015
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Ole’! The Flavors of Carneros
A Brief History of Artesa Winery

The history behind Artesa Winery dates back nearly 500 years. In the 1980s, the historic Spanish winemaking family

Codorníu Raventós began to acquire and develop vineyard land in the Carneros region of Napa Valley. Opened in 1991

as Codorníu Napa, a sparkling wine house, the winery ultimately transitioned to producing still wines as successive

vintages revealed the quality and potential of the family’s vineyard holdings. The winery was renamed Artesa – Catalan

for “handcrafted” – in 1997, and has since become a leading producer of artisan wines from the varietals for which

Carneros and Napa Valley are best known: Chardonnay, Pinot Noir and Cabernet Sauvignon. Codorníu Raventós is

still family owned and is the oldest company in Spain with a winemaking legacy in the Penedès region near Barcelona

that dates back to 1551. Today, Codorníu Raventós owns wineries in Spain, Argentina and California, and brings

generations of expertise to Artesa. 

Situated high on a hilltop, with dramatic views of the Carneros wine region and San Pablo Bay, Artesa Winery is a

stunning venue set to host the California Bankruptcy Forum  Annual Insolvency Conference Saturday Dinner. Winemaker

Mark Beringer, the great-great grandson of Jacob Beringer, who came to Napa from Germany in the 1880s and started

Beringer Vineyards, has produced some truly fine wines to be enjoyed with a Spanish inspired cuisine crafted by Elaine

Bell Catering Saturday evening. The wines served will be exclusively available only at the winery, and our guests have

been offered a 10% discount (15% on a case) for purchases made the same evening.

Enjoy!
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Please continue to support the good work of the CBF Pro Bono Project (and win some cool stuff)! The CBF
Pro Bono Project funds well-deserved pro bono projects throughout California designed to expand pro se services,
educate pro se filers, and alleviate the burden on the bankruptcy court system.  

The CBF Pro Bono Project was initially conceived in 2012 after CBF leadership listened to several bankruptcy judges
speak about the pressing needs of pro se bankruptcy filers and litigants in California bankruptcy courts.  These pro se
participants are often too poor to afford representation and due to their lack of knowledge about the court system, they
often cause a drain upon bankruptcy court resources.  The CBF Pro Bono Project is CBF’s attempt to help address
these issues.

In May 2013, the CBF Board approved the CBF Pro Bono Project, with the following key elements: (1) CBF sets aside
$10 per CBF conference registrant, plus voluntary donations from conference attendees; (2) the CBF Forum(s) closest
to the Annual Conference location are to propose an appropriate use of the fund; and (3) CBF anticipates that the fund
will be used by legal aid or similar non-profit groups in the area providing pro bono bankruptcy services.

With your help, the CBF Pro Bono Project is making a meaningful difference. In connection with the 2013 Annual
Conference held in San Diego, $5,830 was raised and donated to a project identified by the San Diego Bankruptcy
Forum.  That project involves a self-help web video for pro se debtors on the topic of reaffirmation agreements that is
being produced by the Law Library Justice Foundation in San Diego.

Last year, CBF used a crowdfunding competition between the Orange County Bankruptcy Forum and the Los Angeles
Bankruptcy Forum to determine which of two worthy proposals should receive the majority of the funds raised.  Every
$10 donated towards a proposal counted as a vote in favor of that proposal. The OCBF’s proposal received the majority
of the votes, and, with the help of the crowdfunding competition, a total of $10,466 was raised.  As a result, the LABF
received the $10 per vote for its proposal ($1,690) and the OCBF received the balance of the funds ($8,776).  The
funds contributed to the OCBF’s proposal are being used by self-help desks in Santa Barbara and Orange County to
enable pro se filers to consult with attorneys over the Internet.  The funds contributed to the LABF’s proposal are being
used to help the self-help desks in Los Angeles and the San Fernando Valley buy the computer equipment and
additional library resources they need.

Participate in the 2015 Pro Bono Auction and raise money for a good cause. This year, CBF has decided to hold
an onsite auction to raise additional funds for the CBF Pro Bono Project.  The Bay Area Bankruptcy Forum has decided
that the funds raised will be donated to the Alameda County Bankruptcy Association-Volunteer Legal Service
Corporation to help it expand and improve its existing clinic, which should significantly increase the number of pro se
filers the ACBA-VLSC reaches each year.  The funds donated to the ACBA-VLSC will help it cover the cost of a new,
larger facility for its clinics, additional equipment and employees, and increased volunteer recruitment and training.  

For more information about the CBF Pro Bono Project, go to calbf.org/probono.htm

2015 CBF Pro Bono Committee: 

Hon. Roger L. Efremsky, Peter Fear, Thomas Phinney, and Robert S. Marticello

2015 Bay Area Bankruptcy Forum Pro Bono Committee:  

Kyle Everett, Tracy Green, Robert Franklin, Diana Herman, and Lillian Stenfeldt.
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Dining In Napa Valley
By Rebecca Meekma

The Napa Valley is nearly as famous for its culinary destinations
as it is for its vineyards. From celebrity chef-driven odes to haute
cuisine to upstart locavore gastropubs to everything in between,
the Valley has it all. 

CBF has fabulous educational and networking opportunities,
including the highly anticipated luncheon featuring keynote
speech by Willie Brown, former Mayor or Oakland, and the
Saturday Evening dinner at Artesa Winery planned for your stay
in Napa. Should you want to venture away from the conference
to try some of the area’s justly famous gastronomic wonderlands
we’ve rounded up some favorite recommendations.   

Scoring a prime-time reservation last minute can be a challenge.
Try arranging your schedule to dine at off-peak hours.  A relaxing
late lunch or an afternoon happy hour are great ways to take
advantage of Napa’s culinary treasures. And it all tastes better
with a glass of one of the region’s wonderful wines. Just don’t
forget to arrange transportation so you can enjoy responsibly.

Yountville
15 miles up Route 29 from the Meritage, Yountville is the de facto
food capital of the Napa Valley. 

Thomas Keller’s French Laundry, which constantly tops national
Best Of lists, serves exquisite meals in a more traditional, yet
contemporary setting. Service, presentation, atmosphere and
most importantly, the food are unrivaled, as is the cost.  Keller’s
bistro Bouchon and family-style prix fixe meals at Ad Hoc are
guaranteed pleasers as well. Much of the produce served in
these restaurants comes from the lovely gardens that Keller has
planted across the street from French Laundry.

Michael Chiarello (you know him from his eponymous TV shows and Top Chef Masters) is famous for bold
Italian flavors featuring his Napa meets Mediterranean style. Bottega is his current flagship where diners
can find hand-made pastas and fabulous wine pairings, some from Chiarello’s own well-
regarded vineyard.

Lucy at the Bardessono Hotel and Spa provides contemporary ambiance featuring seasonal, field-to-
fork cuisine, grown on-site or sourced locally.  For a change of pace, try breakfast at Lucy – duck confit
hash, perhaps? Enjoy their lovely outdoor seating.

Redd brings global flavors, especially Asian, to wine country.  Chef Richard Reddington worked in top
kitchens in New York City, Los Angeles and San Francisco before opening his eponymous spot in 2004.
Tasting menus and a la carte ordering is possible at both lunch and dinner. And don’t miss the more-casual
Redd-Wood, featuring wood-fired pizzas and an osteria-style menu.

Napa Dining  Downtown Napa is about 4 miles north of the hotel, via 221.

Celebrity chef Masuharu Morimoto has opened Morimoto Napa at the Riverfront; this is his first west
coast restaurant, showing Napa’s culinary clout. Featuring the Asian fusion cuisine and top quality sushi
and sashimi that Morimoto is known for, Morimoto Napa attracts a younger and stylish crowd for the tasty
food and the glam atmosphere. Plus, a fab bar/lounge area and foodie shopping.

continued on page 29
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The recently opened La Taberna, an authentic
Spanish tavern/bar, has brought tapas to Napa.
Word on the street says it has a relaxed, hipster
vibe and the food is unlike anything else in
Napa.  Suckling pig, oxtail empanadas and
fried pork belly are small plate stand outs. No
reservations.

1313 Main is a wine bar and
restaurant, with flights of
Napa’s finest available for
your enjoyment. The food is
top notch, too. Great Happy
Hour.

Kitchen Door by chef Todd
Humphries in the Oxbow
Public Market (which is worth
a visit on its own) features

“multi-ethnic, ingredient-driven comfort food.”
An open kitchen and wood-fired oven anchor
the airy space.

Restaurant Contact Info:
Ad Hoc

707-944-2487
6476 Washington St, Yountville

www.adhocrestaurant.com

Bottega
707-945-1050

6525 Washington St, Yountville
www.botteganapavalley.com 

Bouchon
707-944-8037

6534 Washington St, Yountville
www.bouchonbistro.com

French Laundry
707-944-2380 

6640 Washington St, Yountville
www.thomaskeller.com

Kitchen Door
707-226-1560

610 First St, Napa
www.kitchendoornapa.cm

La Taberna
707-224-5551

815 Main St, Napa
www.latabernanapa.com 

Lucy
707-204-6030

6528 Yount St, Yountville
www.lucyrestaurantandbar.com 

Morimoto Napa
707-252-1600

610 Main St, Napa
www.morimotonapa.com

Redd 
707-944-2222 

6480 Washington St, Yountville
www.reddnapavalley.com 

Red Wood
707-299-5030

6755 Washington St, Yountville
www.redd-wood.com

1313 Main
707-258-1313

1313 Main St, Napa
www.1313main.com
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Snapshot of Napa Valley’s Exciting Past
By Gretchen Arroyo

Long before the sprawling vineyards, wineries, restaurants and the wine train, people have been drawn to the beauty and
natural resources of Napa Valley. Few would guess at the colorful past that included warring Native American tribes, surly
prospectors, writers, and Spanish explorers. Today Napa is a mecca for wine enthusiasts and foodies from all over the world. 

Francis Castro and Father Jose Altimura were the first Europeans to explore the Napa Valley in 1823.  When the first white
settlers arrived in the early 1830s, there were six tribes in the valley speaking different dialects.  They were constantly battling
amongst themselves. Napa Valley truly was the Wild West. Padre Jose Altimira, founder of Mission San Francisco Solano in
Sonoma led an expedition into Napa Valley. The Napa and Ulcus tribes occupied part of the area where the City of Napa
now exists.  Spanish priests converted some of the natives, but many died during a smallpox epidemic in 1838 while other
were dispersed by Spanish soldiers. Settlers also killed several over claims of cattle theft.

In what is now Napa County, 13 ranchos were granted by Mexico
during the 1830’s and late 1840’s. Some of the rancho names still
exist in one form or another. Caymus and Napa are two of the most
notable. George C. Yount was an early settler in Napa County and is
believed to be the first Anglo-Saxon resident in the county. In 1836
Yount obtained the Mexican grant Rancho Caymus where he built
what is said to be the first log house in California. Soon afterward, he
built a sawmill and grain mill, and was the first person to plant a
vineyard in the county. Yountville was named in his honor after his
death. Following the event of the Mexican–American War, Bear Flag
Revolt in 1846 and the Mexican Cession in 1848, settlers were
granted deeds from the original ranchos during the 1850s through
1870s. To this day, a number of streets and landmarks around the
valley reflect the names of these ranchos and original grantees.

When California was granted statehood in 1849, Napa Valley was in
the Territory of California, District of Sonoma. In 1850 when counties

were first organized, Napa became one of the original counties of California. At the time, its boundaries also included Lake
County to the north. In 1847, The City of Napa was founded by Nathan Coombs. The first business establishment in the town
was a saloon built by Harrison Pierce, a former miller at the Bale Grist Mill. Napa's first general store was opened a year
later in 1848 by Joseph P. Thompson. The first record of a ship navigating the river was the Susana in 1842. John Sutter's
schooner the Sacramento landed in 1844 to pick up a load of lime and deliver passengers. By 1850, it was not uncommon
to see steam ships sailing up the river delivering supplies
and travelers from San Francisco eager to take in the
beauty of the valley and the warmer climate.

By this time, in the mid-1850s, Napa's Main Street rivaled
that of many larger cities. Crowded hotels, horses tied up
and down Main Street, brothels and saloons even gambling
could be found in town. It wasn’t until 1859 when the first
commercial winery opened in the town of Napa by John
Patchett. The vineyard itself along with the winery was
located in what is now the city limits of Napa. But, Charles
Krug is credited to opening the very first commercial winery
in Napa Valley in St. Helena.

Nathan Coombs and many other important city founders
and builders are buried nearby in Tulocay Cemetery. Many
Bear Flag Riders are buried here with their adversary
Salvador Vallejo. At the entrance is the tomb of Mary
(Mammy) Pleasant who is considered the Mother of Civil
Rights in California. 

It was also in the late 1850’s that the silver rush hit Napa
valley and brought in a huge wave of miners, get rich quick

Continued on page 37

Bale Grist Mill  built in 1846 is one of only two water-driven
mills remaining west of the Mississippi River.

Napa Valley Vineyard
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schemes and Chinese immigrants. The Silverado mine is the most notable of
all the mines in the valley and was located near the summit of Mt. St. Helena.
The mine was immortalized by Robert Louis Stevenson in his classic The
Silverado Squatters. The first wave of rural, foreign laborers from coastal villages
of China's Canton province arrived in California, and at Napa County mines.
Global investment bankers and national trading companies, especially British,
imported this first wave of "cheap" workers to do the manual "dirty" jobs needed
to build a country. In contrast, the 49ers were often literate, Anglo-Americans
"from the East" concerned about the rights of labor. Gold rush wages were high
with California enjoying an "island" demand for workers. This condition set in
motion a clash that resulted in the White Workingman's Party movement. Napa
Valley vintner Charles Krug was treasurer. The opportunistic "Socialist" Kearny
led the Party to control the State government in the 1870s. These predominately
"Irish-German" born newcomers eventually passed the "anti-stick" legislation
that led to the 1882 Chinese Exclusion Act by the US Congress.

At the dawn of the 20th century, Napa had become the primary business and
economic center for the Napa Valley. The San Francisco, Napa and Calistoga
railways established freight and passenger service in 1905. The railroad carried
passengers from ferry boats in Vallejo to stops in Napa and other locations in
the valley.

Agricultural and wine interests grew during this time, along with much of the light industry, banking, commercial and retail
activity. This activity has continued up until this day. In the early 1970’s through the mid 1990’s, while the region gained
worldwide fame as a desirable tourist destination, Napa languished as tourists bypassed the city. Downtown Napa finally
began to recover and emerge from a long economic slumber in the 2000s, triggered by a significant growth in Main Street
restaurants and hotels. The redevelopment of First and Main streets and the Napa Mill complex helped to stimulate
investments along the Napa riverfront. 

Meet Trinitas Cellars Resident Wine Guru
Garrett Busch earned a BBA in Management Entrepreneurship
and a Masters in Finance and Investments from the University
of Notre Dame. After graduating, Garrett was appointed as the
Director of Operations for his family’s winery, Trinitas Cellars. In
2012, he was promoted to CEO and continues to serve in this
role. He actively oversees all aspects of the business, including:
production, sales, marketing, human resources, and finances.
Garrett is not only involved in the business of the winery but also
the winemaking. Since starting at the winery in 2010 Garrett has
worked closely with Trinitas’ Wine Maker Kevin Mills to develop
one of the most diverse wine selections of any winery in Napa
Valley. Garrett is involved in grape and vineyard sourcing, barrel
sourcing, and consulting with Kevin on winemaking techniques
and all blending sessions.

Garrett will be leading the “Shape of the Glass” 
optional activity on Saturday at 2:00pm.  Stop by Registration in the Meritage Ballroom Foyer by 
Saturday at 10:00am to sign up.

Snapshot of Napa Valley’s Exciting Past Continued...

December 1938, Napa Valley laborer 
working between mines, 
lumberyards, and fields.
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Exhibitor Organization Highlights  on Pages 81-82

Thanks & Appreciation to the Exhibitors

 

fiduciary
real estate
s e r v i c e s

AIRA Association of
Insolvency &
Restructuring Advisors
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Welcome to scenic Napa Valley, one of the premier 
wine regions in the world, and the 27th Annual 

California Bankruptcy Forum Insolvency Conference Education Program.

Since the 1890s, our nation’s bankruptcy laws have been substantially rewritten approximately every forty years, starting with
the Bankruptcy Act of 1898, continuing with the Bankruptcy Act of 1938, and concluding with the most recent wholesale
revisions in the Bankruptcy Act of 1978.  Now, as we near the 40th anniversary of the 1978 Act, the issue of substantial
statutory reform rears its head once again, this time in the form of the American Bankruptcy Institute’s report on the reform
of Chapter 11 issued in 2014.  The theme of this year’s forum is thus an inward looking analysis of bankruptcy law and practice,
an evaluation of what is right and what begs for revision:  The Bankruptcy Code: Battered, Broken or Just Right?  

The Conference kicks off Friday with a keynote address by The Honorable Willie L. Brown, Jr., two-term Mayor of San
Francisco, legendary Speaker of the California State Assembly, and widely regarded as one of California’s most influential
politicians.  Following the Hon. Brown’s keynote address will be the Judges’ Roundtable where practitioners and Judges will
discuss how business and consumer cases are affected by the economy and what can be done to enhance protections for
the most economically vulnerable in California and the United States as a whole.

Following the roundtable, Aging Like a Fine Wine? – BAPCPA 10 Years Later, will evaluate whether BAPCPA, the most
comprehensive set of revisions to the Bankruptcy Code since 1978, has been a success or failure.  The final program on
Friday, Bearing Fruit? – The Supreme Court’s Continued Foray Into Bankruptcy Jurisdiction Post-Stern, will explore the import
of the Supreme Court’s decisions in the area of Bankruptcy Court jurisdiction, including a discussion of the recent Wellness
case under consideration by this Court this term.

Our Saturday slate of educational programs kicks off with our ethics panel: Sour Grapes – Debt Collection Practices and
Attorney Ethical Issues.  How far is too far? Our diverse group of ethics experts will start your day with an in-depth analysis
of attorney ethical issues as they touch on debt collection practices.  Once everyone’s ethical compass has been properly
calibrated, the Judges’ Roundtable breakfast will follow in the general session room.  This roundtable dialogue focuses on
tips on “dos,” “don’ts,” and “don’t-even-think-about-its” of oral and written advocacy in bankruptcy court.  The Latest Crush:
Revisions to the UFTA and Other Insolvency Laws will discuss recent revisions to laws and rules affecting bankruptcy and
insolvency practitioners.  Finally on Saturday, the inimitable Honorable Sheri Bluebond will present an exciting new game
show, The Bankruptcy Bachelor, which is sure to educate, entertain, amaze, and warm the deepest caverns of your still-
beating heart.

On Saturday afternoon, the sixth annual Young Insolvency Professionals program kicks off with presentations geared to the
next generation of insolvency titans.  The Conference also offers the Consumer Bankruptcy Program on Saturday afternoon.
This year, the Consumer Program highlights current issues relating to Chapter 13, retirement plans, and the dischargeability
of student loans.

Our thanks to all the speakers, the Board, Conference chairs, producers, and all others who put in countless hours making
this Conference possible.  It is with this kind of collective effort by the top professionals in our insolvency community that we
will keep the nation’s insolvency law and practice fresh and relevant for generations to come.  We hope you enjoy the
educational programs and take advantage of beautiful Napa, with its world-class wineries and restaurants. 2015  |  CALBF.ORG   
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27TH
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CONFERENCE
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A Message from
the Education Co-Chairs

Caroline Djang
Rutan & Tucker, LLP

Michael “Mick” Lauter
Sheppard Mullin Richter 
& Hampton LLP

Michael Lubic
K&L Gates LLP



CA
LB

F.O
RG

   
| 

 2
01

5

42

Judicial Liason
HONORABLE PETER H. CARROLL 
United States Bankruptcy Court, 
Central District of California 

Vice President 
& Pro Bono Chair
ROBERT MARTICELLO
Smiley Wang-Ekvall LLP
T: 714-445-1000
E: rmarticello@swelawfirm.com

Conference Co-Chair
DIANA HERMAN
McKenna, Long & Aldridge LLP
T: 415-267-4000
E: dherman@mckennalong.com

Conference Co-Chair
STEVEN J. KATZMAN
Bienert Miller & Katzman PLC
T: 949-369-3700
E: skatzman@bmkattorneys.com

Education Co-Chair
CAROLINE DJANG
Rutan & Tucker LLP
T: 714-641-5100
E: cdjang@rutan.com

Education Co-Chair
MICHAEL LAUTER
Sheppard Mullin Richter 
& Hampton LLP
T: 415-774-2978
E: mlauter@sheppardmullin.com

Education Co-Chair
MICHAEL LUBIC
K&L Gates LLP
T: 310-552-5030
E: michael.lubic@klgates.com

Young Insolvency 
Professionals Co-Chair
MICHAEL T. DELANEY
BakerHostetler LLP
T: 310-442-8858
E:mdelaney@bakerlaw.com

Young Insolvency 
Professionals Co-Chair
KERRY MOYNIHAN
Bryan Cave LLP
T: 949-223-7124
E: kerry.moynihan@bryancave.com

Program Book Co-Chair
KYLE EVERETT
DSI
T: 415-981-2717
E: keverett@dsi.biz

Program Book Co-Chair
MARK SHINDERMAN
Milbank
T: 213-892-4411
E: mshinderman@milbank.com

Consumer Co-Chair
HAGOP BEDOYAN
Klein DeNatale Goldner LLP
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FRIDAY, MAY 15
12:05 - 12:45PM

Two-term Mayor of San Francisco, legendary Speaker of the California State Assembly,

and widely regarded as the most influential African-American politician of the late

twentieth century, Willie L. Brown, Jr., has been at the center of California politics,

government, and civic life for an astonishing four decades. His career spans the

American Presidency from Lyndon Johnson to George W. Bush, and he’s worked with

every California Governor from Pat Brown to Arnold Schwarzenegger. From civil rights

to education reform, tax policy, economic development, health care, international trade,

domestic partnerships, and affirmative action, he’s left his imprimatur on every aspect

of politics and public policy in the Golden State. As Mayor of California’s most

cosmopolitan city, he refurbished and rebuilt the nation’s busiest transit system,

pioneered the use of bond measures to build affordable housing, created a model

juvenile justice system, and paved the way for a second campus of the University of

California, San Francisco, to serve as the anchor of a new development that will position

the City as a center for the burgeoning field of biotechnology. Today, he heads the Willie L. Brown, Jr., Institute on Politics

and Public Service, where this acknowledged master of the art of politics shares his knowledge and skills with a new

generation of California leaders.

POLITICAL HISTORY

•   Served two terms as the 41st Mayor of the City and County of San Francisco January 8, 1996 to January 8, 2004

•   Speaker of the California State Assembly (longest-serving Speaker in California history 1980 – 1995) and one of two

African Americans.

•   Member of the California State Assembly 1964 – 1995

•   Re-Elected 16 straight times to the 13th Assembly District (D-San Francisco)

•   Chair, Committee on Ways and Means (youngest in history of California and only African American)

•   Board of Trustees, California State University system (23 campuses and 350,000 students)

•   Regent, University of California (10 campuses and 200,000 students)

•   Chair, Revenue and Taxation Committee

•   Board of Administration, CalPERS

DEGREES

•   Bachelor of Arts, San Francisco State University, 1955

•   Juris Doctor, Hastings College of Law, University of California, 1958

•   Admitted to practice law, State of California, all Federal Courts and Supreme Court

PERSONAL

•   Born on March 20, 1934 in Mineola, Texas

•   Married September 1958 to the former Blanche Vitero of Berkeley, California

•   Children:  Susan Elizabeth Brown–San Francisco, Robin Elaine Brown-Friede–New York, 

Michael Elliot Brown–San Francisco and Sydney Minetta Brown–San Francisco

The Honorable Willie L. Brown, Jr.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER



FRIDAY, MAY 15
9:00 – 11:00AM | MERITAGE BALLROOM, SALON IX-X
INDIVIDUAL CHAPTER 11 CONFIRMATION MOCK HEARING: This panel will conduct a mock confirmation hearing in
an individual’s chapter 11 case.  Issues unique to individuals, such as the applicability of the absolute priority rule and
best efforts under 1129(a)(15), will be explored in the course of the hearing. 
Producer:                    Speakers:                                                              

Jeffrey N. Pomerantz       Hon.  Peter H. Carroll                         Hon. Stephen L. Johnson             Hon. Margaret M. Mann
Pachulski Stang                US Bankruptcy Court,                        US Bankruptcy Court,                    US Bankruptcy Court, 
Ziehl & Jones LLP              Central District                                    Northern District                             Southern District

                                                                                                    Rudy J. Cerone                            Henry C. Kevane
                                                                                                       McGlinchey Stafford PLLC             Pachulski Stang Ziehl 
                                                                                                                                                              & Jones LLP

11:15 AM – 12:00 PM  | CARNEROS BALLROOM
Lunch Served in Ballroom Prior to the Keynote Address

12:05 – 1:50 PM | CARNEROS BALLROOM
KEYNOTE ADDRESS AND JUDGES’ ROUNDTABLE: A roundtable discussion will follow the Keynote address, led by
bankruptcy judges from throughout California. The roundtable will be used as a means for introducing attendees to the
CBF community,  and will be an important part of the commencement of the CBF Program.
Producers:                                                     

Jennifer Hayes         David W. Meadows      
McKenna Long &      Law Offices of 
Aldridge LLP             David W. Meadows

1:50 PM – 2:15 PM  
Coffee Break              

2:15 PM – 2:30 PM 
Announcements
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FRIDAY, MAY 15
2:30 – 3:45 PM | CARNEROS BALLROOM
AGING LIKE A FINE WINE? – BAPCPA 10 YEARS LATER. Was the most comprehensive set of revisions to the
Bankruptcy Code since 1978 a success or failure?  What are the implications for bankruptcy and insolvency practice
going forward?  Our panelists will evaluate the impact of BAPCPA, ten years after its enactment, and provide differing
views on its successes and failures, and what they can tell us about the future of insolvency practice.  
Producers:                                                     Speakers:

Michael I. Gottfried   Kurt Ramlo                    Hon. Gregg W. Zive                Hon. Randall J. Newsome
Landau Gottfried      Levene Neale Bender   US Bankruptcy Court,           US Bankruptcy Court, 
& Berger LLP             Yoo & Brill LLP              Central District                       Retired, JAMS

                                                                         Magdalena R. Bordeaux       William A. Brandt, Jr.        Ivan M. Gold
                                                                       Public Counsel                      Development                     Allen Matkins Leck
                                                           Law Center                            Specialists Inc                   Gamble Mallory & 
                                                                                                                                                                Natsis LLP

3:45 – 5:00 PM | CARNEROS BALLROOM
BEARING FRUIT? – THE SUPREME COURT’S CONTINUED FORAY INTO BANKRUPTCY JURISDICTION POST-
STERN. In the beginning, there was Marathon, followed by nearly 30 years of calm. But then came Stern. And then
Bellingham. Now, with the Supreme Court delving into the thorny issues of bankruptcy court jurisdiction yet again, having
recently heard oral argument in the Wellness International Network case, our panelists will analyze and debate the import
of the Supreme Court’s decisions in this area, and where they leave bankruptcy practitioners and judges.
Producers:                                                     Speakers:

John  D. Fiero            Tom Phinney                  Hon. Christopher M. Klein     Eric D. Goldberg               Richard L. Wynne
Pachulski Stang        Parkinson Phinney         US Bankruptcy Court,            Gordon Silver                    Jones Day
Ziehl & Jones LLP                                             Chief Judge Eastern District                                             
                                                                                                                     

ILC RECEPTION 5:15-6:30 PM | OAKVILLE TERRACE
The Insolvency Law Committee (ILC) of the State Bar of California invites you to its Annual CBF Friday Afternoon
Cocktail Reception following the close of Friday’s education sessions. The reception begins at 5:15pm and features
fine wines from around the valley which will be paired with hors d’oeuvres. Stop by to visit with colleagues while
enjoying the outdoors and live music before heading out for the evening.  Special thanks to the ILC, Van Durrer
and Monique Jewett-Brewster, ILC Co-Chairs, and the ILC reception sponsors acknowledged at the reception
for hosting this event.

FRIDAY EDUCATION
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SATURDAY, MAY 16
7:00 – 8:00 AM | MERITAGE BALLROOM, SALON IX-X
ETHICS PROGRAM: SOUR GRAPES – DEBT COLLECTION PRACTICES AND ATTORNEY ETHICAL ISSUES. How far is
too far?  Our panel of ethics experts will start your day with an in-depth analysis of attorney ethics issues as they touch on
debt collection practices, including a discussion of the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act and other statutory pratfalls, both
from the perspective of the creditor and the debtor.  
Producers:                                                         Speakers:

Mark M. Sharf             John N. Tedford IV        Hon. Peter W. Bowie             David J. Cook                John L. Mlnarik
Merritt Hagen              Danning Gill Diamond   US Bankruptcy Court,           Cook Collection            The Mlnarik Law
& Sharf LLP                 & Kollitz LLP                   Southern District                    Attorneys                       Group Inc

8:00 – 9:00 AM | CARNEROS BALLROOM
JUDGES’ ROUNDTABLE: DISCUSSION OF BEST PRACTICES FOR PRESENTING YOUR CASE. Practitioners will have
the opportunity to break bread with the Judges in attendance and discuss evidentiary “dos”, “don’ts”, and “don’t-even-
think-about-its” as well as tips on presenting evidence and making impactful evidentiary objections in bankruptcy court. 
Producers:                                                         

M. Douglas Flahaut    Jason E. Rios
Arent Fox LLP             Felderstein Fitzgerald 
                                   Willoughby & Pascuzzi LLP

9:00 - 9:15 AM 
Stretch Break

9:15 – 10:30 AM | CARNEROS BALLROOM
THE LATEST CRUSH: REVISIONS TO THE UFTA AND OTHER INSOLVENCY LAWS. This panel will discuss recent
revisions to laws and rules affecting bankruptcy and insolvency practitioners – both in bankruptcy law and non-bankruptcy
law – including the impact of the recent revisions to the Uniform Fraudulent Transfer Act and to the Federal Rules of Evidence
and the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure.
Producers:                                                         Speakers:

Christine E. Baur         Samuel A. Newman       Hon. M. Elaine Hammond      David M. Guess              Suzzanne Uhland
Law Office of                Gibson Dunn &                US Bankruptcy Court,            Klee Tuchin Bogdanoff   O’Melveny & 
Christine E. Baur          Crutcher LLP                   Northern District                      & Stern LLP                     Myers LLP

10:30 - 11:00 AM 
Coffee Break

SATURDAY EDUCATION
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11:00 AM – 12:15 PM | CARNEROS BALLROOM
THE BANKRUPTCY BACHELOR. Give love a fresh start.  Join us for the world premiere of a brand new game show
produced and hosted by the CBF’s hitmaker, the Hon. Sheri Bluebond, that pits contestants looking to reorganize their affairs
into a battle over that elusive je ne sais quoi that we all seek – knowledge of recent case law.  One eligible bachelor will
choose from among three eligible “bachelorettes,” based on their responses to questions inspired by recent Ninth Circuit
and Ninth Circuit BAP cases. A panel of judges will offer their insights on the cases that form the basis of the questions. 
Producers:                                                         Host:                                   

Brian Osborne            Laurel Zaeske                Hon. Sheri  Bluebond   
Rust Consulting /        Brown Rudnick LLP       US Bankruptcy Court, 
Omni Bankruptcy                                               Chief Judge Central District

Honorable Louise D. Adler 
US Bankruptcy Court, Southern District

Honorable Scott C. Clarkson 
US Bankruptcy Court, Central District

Honorable Randall L. Dunn
District of Oregon  and Bankruptcy Appellate Panel

Honorable M. Elaine Hammond 
US Bankruptcy Court, Northern District

Honorable Sandra R. Klein 
US Bankruptcy Court, Central District

The Bankruptcy Bachelor Judges’ Panel
Honorable W. Richard Lee 
US Bankruptcy Court, Eastern District

Honorable Margaret M. Mann 
US Bankruptcy Court, Southern District

Honorable Dennis Montali 
US Bankruptcy Court, Northern District

Honorable Erithe A. Smith 
US Bankruptcy Court, Central District

SATURDAY EDUCATION

STARRING

Honorable Neil W. Bason
US Bankruptcy Court,
Central District
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SATURDAY, MAY 16
12:30 – 1:30 PM | MERITAGE BALLROOM, SALON IX-X
JUDGE’S KEYNOTE ADDRESS: In a rare opportunity to peek behind the veil, young insolvency professionals will join
honorable members of the judiciary from across the state for lunch and a roundtable discussion, and have the opportunity
to learn from the experiences and antidotes of the Honorable Scott H. Yun.
Producer:                                                           Speaker: 

Kailey Crum                                                        Hon. Scott H. Yun
Grobstein Teeple LLP                                         US Bankruptcy Court, Central District

1:45 – 2:45 PM | MERITAGE BALLROOM, SALON IX-X
INSOLVENCY 101: EVALUATING AN INSOLVENT ENTITY AND REHABILITATION STRATEGIES. The rehabilitation of a
corporation is a delicate process often involving a variety of complex issues.  In the context of a hypothetical reorganization,
the panelists will identify some of the usual suspects that lead corporations into dire financial straits, how to address these
issues from a practical standpoint, and how to evaluate the available reorganization mechanisms.  In so doing, the panelists
will discuss various insolvency tools, including receiverships, assignments for the benefit of creditors, distressed work-outs,
and, of course, bankruptcy, and the pros and cons of each for debtors and creditors.
Producers:                                                         Speakers: 

Roxanne Bahadurji    Steven Williamson        Geoffrey L. Berman            Lynda T. Bui                      
Macdonald                  Wilke Fleury LLP            Development                      Shulman Hodges             
Fernandez LLP                                                   Specialists Inc                     & Bastian LLP

                                                                             Jamie P. Dreher                  Jeffrey I. Golden              
                                                                           Downey Brand LLP             Weiland Golden LLP

3:00 – 4:00 PM | MERITAGE BALLROOM, SALON IX-X
STACKING THE DECK: IDENTIFYING AND PROTECTING ASSETS AND PRE-PETITION BUSINESS PERFORMANCE.
Orchestrating the successful reorganization of an operating enterprise requires preparation.  The panelists will discuss the
numerous factors to be considered, including adequate disclosures, privilege, operations during the preference period,
and how to protect your client and yourself.  The panelists will also discuss how to effectively identify assets and evaluate
pre-petition strategies for protecting those assets to ensure a successful and smooth transition into bankruptcy.  
Producers:                                                     Moderator:                           Speakers:

                                  
Rebecca Fordon      John-Patrick Fritz       Jennifer L. Nassiri                Ori Katz                         John H. MacConaghy
Brown Rudnick LLP    Levene Neale Bender    Venable LLP                            Sheppard Mullin LLP      MacConaghy 
                                  Yoo & Brill LLP                                                                                                 & Barnier

                                                                                                                        Ron Oliner
                                                                                                                     Duane Morris LLP
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2:45 - 3:00 PM 
Coffee Break
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4:00 – 5:00 PM | MERITAGE BALLROOM, SALON IX-X
CLEARING THE STARTING GATE: MAINTAINING BUSINESS OPERATIONS DURING THE FIRST 60 DAYS OF
BANKRUPTCY. Successfully reorganizing a business requires insolvency professionals to nurture the business and ensure
the proper orders are immediately put in place to allow the business to continue its operations throughout the bankruptcy
process.  The panelists will discuss the variety of “first day” motions available and when such motions must be filed.  The
panelists will also address post-petition management of debtors, including the impact of bankruptcy on pre-petition receivers.
Producers:                                                     Speakers:

Elizabeth Jiang         Jeannie Kim                 Hon. Thomas B. Donovan    Valerie Bantner-Peo     Maxim B. Litvak
Vedder Price LLP       Winthrop Couchot         US Bankruptcy Court,            Buchalter Nemer           Pachulski Stang 
                                                                       Central District                                                            Ziehl & Jones LLP

YIP SATURDAY EDUCATION
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2015-16 President Robert Marticello
along with 

2016 Conference Co-Chairs 

Invite you to attend the 2016 Planning Committee Meeting 
for the conference to be held May 20 – 22, 2016 at The Hyatt Indian Wells 

For those interested in holding a leadership position 
or participating in the 2016 conference, come to the planning meeting

Sunday, May 17
10:00 – 11:00am

Salon A – Carneros Ballroom Near Sunday Brunch
(Refer to page 8 for meeting space location)
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CONSUMER BANKRUPTCY PROGRAM

SATURDAY, MAY 16
1:30 – 2:30 PM | MERITAGE BALLROOM, SALON VII-VIII
Recent Flies in the Ointment in Chapter 13 Practice. Our distinguished panel representing bench, bar, and the trustee will
explore challenging issues in Chapter 13 practice, including Chapter 20, post confirmation assets and appreciation issues,
separate classification of student loans, plan modifications and the imperatives of Chapter 13 practice.
Producer:                   Moderator:                     Speakers: 

Lucy Ajdaharian          Michael T. O'Halloran     Hon. Dennis Montali          Jan P. Johnson             Cathy Cooper Moran
Kathy Dockery            Law Office of                  US Bankruptcy Court,      Chapter 13 Trustee      Moran Law Group
Chapter 13 Trustee     Michael T. O'Halloran     Northern District

2:30 – 3:30 PM | MERITAGE BALLROOM, SALON VII-VIII
Pitfalls for Practitioners to Consider in Determining the Exemptability of Retirement Plans.   Exempting a retirement plan
can be tricky, especially if it is self-directed, inherited, an IRA, or not ERISA-qualified. Our experienced panel representing
bench, bar and the trustee will survey the traps that exist and discuss how to avoid them, as well as explore case law trends
typified by the recent decisions, Clark v. Rameker, 134 S.Ct 2242 (2014) and In re Hamlin, 465 B.R. 863 (B.A.P. 9th Cir. 2012). 
Producer:                   Moderator:                     Speakers: 

Sarah Boone              J. Scott  Bovitz               Hon. Scott C. Clarkson    Wesley H. Avery           D. Edward Hays
Marshack Hays LLP    Bovitz  & Spitzer             US Bankruptcy Court,      Roquemore Pringle      Marshack Hays LLP
                                                                           Central District                  & Moore Inc

3:30 - 4:00 PM 
Coffee Break
                                                                             
4:00 – 5:00 PM | MERITAGE BALLROOM, SALON VII-VIII
The Dischargeability of Student Loans: What Does the Future Hold? An outstanding panel of prominent lawyers and
judges will discuss case law trends in the dischargeability of student loans. The recent cases discussed will include, Hedlund
v. Educ. Res. Inst. Inc., 718 F.3d 848 (9th Cir. 2013). 
Producer:                   Moderator:                     Speakers: 

                                                                                                                                                          
Michael Fletcher        J. Scott  Bovitz               Hon. Margaret M. Mann   Hon. Barry Russell      
Walter Wilhelm           Bovitz  & Spitzer             US Bankruptcy Court,      US Bankruptcy Court,  
Law Group                                                          Southern District               Central District             

                                                                             Barry H. Spitzer                Mary Ellen Terranella  
                                                                           Law Office of                     Law Offices of
                                                                           Barry H. Spitzer                 Mary Ellen Terranella
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Local Flavor - Napa Cabbage Wraps
CBF provides more than good conferences, we provide great recipes.  Take this home and try it
for yourself.  

Ingredients:
•     1 extra large Napa cabbage
•     1 large red bell pepper
•     2 large carrots
•     2 medium cucumbers
•     1 (12 oz)  package extra firm tofu
•     1 bunch of cilantro
•     1/2 cup crunchy peanut butter
•     2 tablespoons sesame oil
•     1 1/2 tablespoons GF low sodium tamari
•     1 teaspoon honey
•     2 cloves crushed garlic
•     1 lime
•     1/4 teaspoon red pepper flakes
•     coconut oil

Instructions:
1.    Thoroughly coat grill pan in coconut oil.
2.   Drain tofu, slice in half and press with cloth until dry, squeezing out as much moisture as possible.
3.   Grill tofu 5 minutes on each side or until crispy.
4.   To create the peanut dipping sauce combine peanut butter, sesame oil, tamari, garlic, juice of 1 lime, honey, red

pepper flakes. Mix well. Add water to achieve desired consistency and additional salt to taste.
5.   To prepare vegetables use a julienne peeler, creating vegetable noodles out of carrots and cucumbers.
6.   De-seed and cut bell pepper into match sticks.
7.    Wash and chop cilantro.
8.   Rinse and dry cabbage leaves cutting off the majority of white stalk.
9.   Layer tofu, bell pepper, carrots, cilantro and cucumber in cabbage leaves and roll up!
10.  Use peanut sauce or toothpicks to secure leaves if necessary.

Pairs Well With… Sauvignon Blanc
Crisp, yet has a high acidity, letting the wine cut through the Cabbage's flavor and creamy dressing.

Local Options to Try:
2013 Spottswoode Napa and Sonoma County Sauvignon Blanc,
$35.  This Spottswoode wine has been one of Napa’s best for almost
three decades, and the 2013 is another success. The combination of
Sonoma and Napa fruit—fermented in a combination of stainless
steel, French oak and concrete eggs—is full-bodied but marked by a
vibrant acidity and a beguiling nose of lime zest and honeydew.

2012 Arkenstone Vineyards Howell Mountain Napa Valley
Sauvignon Blanc, $60.  The Howell Mountain sub-region of Napa is
known for reds, but Arkenstone winemaker Sam Kaplan said the soil
of the estate’s vineyards is also perfect for Sauvignon Blanc. This one
has a wonderful satiny texture—supple and lush, balanced by a bright
acidity and penetrating mineral finish.

2013 Massican Napa Valley Sauvignon Blanc, $28.  Although winemaker Dan Petroski said his first vintage of Sauvignon
Blanc was an “accident,” it was clearly a happy one. Produced from an old vineyard in Napa’s Pope Valley, this is an intensely
aromatic, full-bodied and well-structured wine that Mr. Petroski said is nearly the equal in quality to the first Sauvignon he
produced, in 2009.

2013 Lail Blueprint Napa Valley Sauvignon Blanc, $40.  When Robin Lail decided to pull up a Merlot vineyard in Napa to
plant Sauvignon Blanc, people might have thought she was mad, but thanks to superstar winemaker Philippe Melka, the decision
has proved anything but foolish. This is a very rich, very lush take on the grape, fermented entirely in new French oak.

2013 Hourglass Napa Valley Sauvignon Blanc, $40.  Founder Jeff Smith said his first winemaker, Bob Foley, “hated” Sauvignon
Blanc, but his current winemaker, Tony Biagi, is a fan. This is the first Sauvignon Blanc vintage from Hourglass and it’s a
winner. Bursting with aromas of citrus, lime and even honeysuckle, it’s a round, lush wine with a long mineral finish.

Wine Recommendations Courtesy of the Wall Street Journal – Life & Culture Article, October 11, 2014
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The Inland Empire 
Bankruptcy Forum

Proudly Supports the
California Bankruptcy Forum

From the IEBF 
2015 Executive Board & Directors

Executive Board
President
Rob Goe

Goe & Forsythe, LLP

President Elect/
Program Chair
Arturo Cisneros

Malcolm Cisneros

Treasurer
John P. Pringle

Roquemore Pringle & 
Moore, Inc.

Secretary
Summer M. Shaw
Hanover & Shaw

Directors

Jenny Doling
Law Offices of Jenny 

L. Doling, APLC

Kavita Gupta
Gupta | Ferrer LLP

Howard Grobstein
Grobstein Teeple 

Kathleen McCarthy 
The Law Office of 
Thomas H. Casey

Scott Talkov
Reid & Hellyer

Visit www.iebf.org for additional information.
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Judges’ Anniversaries
5 YEARS

Honorable Catherine E. Bauer
Honorable Stephen L. Johnson
Honorable Margaret A. Mann
Honorable Charles Novack

Honorable Deborah J. Saltzman
Honorable Ronald H. Sargis

10 YEARS
Honorable Theodor Albert

Honorable Robert S. Bardwil

20 YEARS
Honorable Gregg W. Zive

30 YEARS
Honorable Thomas E. Carlson

Celebrating Service on the Bench

Welcome to the Bench!
Honorable Martin R. Barash – Central District

Honorable Christopher D. Jaime – Eastern District
Honorable Scott H. Yun – Central District
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S 366 Development LLC
366 Development, LLC is a special situation provider of real
estate capital.  Deal sizes range from $100k with personal capital
to $10MM in discretionary investor funds.  Deal structures
include, debt, equity, and mezz and all major California metros
are considered.

Adam Phillips, Principal
E: Adam.phillips@366development.com
T: 619-542-9766
W: www.366development.com  

Allen Matkins
Allen Matkins is a full service business law firm representing
clients throughout California and the nation in commercial
bankruptcy cases, receiverships, debt restructurings, out-of-court
workouts, purchase and sale transactions, and complex litigation.
Allen Matkins’ restructuring and insolvency attorneys deliver
creative and cost-effective solutions to stakeholders in
restructuring and insolvency matters. For more information, contact
any of the Allen Matkins’ insolvency attorneys listed below.

William W. Huckins, Partner 
E: whuckins@allenmatkins.com
Ivan M. Gold, Of Counsel 
E: igold@allenmatkins.com
San Francisco
Joshua A. del Castillo, Partner  
E: jdelcastillo@allenmatkins.com 
Yale K. Kim, Partner 
E: ykim@allenmatkins.com
David R. Zaro, Partner 
E: dzaro@allenmatkins.com
Los Angeles
Vincent M. Coscino, Partner 
E: vcoscino@allenmatkins.com
Michael S. Greger, Partner  
E: mgreger@allenmatkins.com
Kenneth A. Hennesay, Partner 
E: khennesay@allenmatkins.com
Orange County 
Robert R. Barnes, Partner 
E: bbarnes@allenmatkins.com
Debra A. Riley, Partner  
E: driley@allenmatkins.com
Ted G. Fates, Senior Counsel
E: tfates@allenmatkins.com
San Diego

American Bankruptcy Institute
ABI is the largest multi-disciplinary organization dedicated to
insolvency research. For more than 30 years, ABI has been
PROVIDING Congress and the public with an unbiased analysis
of bankruptcy matters; its membership now exceeds 13,000. As
the nation’s leading provider of bankruptcy publications and
educational programs, ABI’s conferences are highly rated for their
thorough discussions of current insolvency situations, expert
panelists and the opportunity to earn CLE. ABI also has a wealth
of online research tools, which saves the member significant time
and expense.

Karim Guirguis, Chief Information Officer
E: Kg@abiworld.org
66 Canal Center Plaza Suite 600
Alexandria, VA 22314
T: 703-739-0800 | F: 703-739-1060
W: www.abi.org

BakerHostetler
Since 1916, BakerHostetler has provided its clients the highest
quality legal services in a wide variety of industries and practice
areas, including insolvency, labor and employment, corporate,
and intellectual property.  With more than 50 insolvency
professionals nationwide, BakerHostetler possesses the ability to
decisively act to protect its clients’ interests in all aspects of
insolvency and in a broad range of industries—from health care
and energy to high-tech industries, including the crypto-currency
markets.  In addition to restructuring, BakerHostetler possesses
an almost unrivaled expertise in the area of voidable transaction
litigation, which the firm has utilized to efficiently recover various
assets—from residential real estate to pay-outs in complex Ponzi
schemes, including, most notably, the liquidation of Bernard L.
Madoff Investment Securities LLC.

Michael Delaney 
E: mdelaney@bakerlaw.com
Ashley McDow
E: amcdow@bakerlaw.com
Los Angeles Office
11601 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 1400
Los Angeles, CA 90025-0509

Ballard Spahr LLP
Ballard Spahr is a national law firm with more than 500 attorneys
in 14 offices. Attorneys in our San Diego office handle insolvency
matters, as well as commercial and real estate finance, white collar
defense, regulatory enforcement, complex litigation, and intellectual
property matters throughout California and the Western U.S.  Our
strong regional presence and national resources combine to
produce results-driven counsel and exceptional service in litigation,
business, real estate, public finance and bankruptcy matters. Our
Bankruptcy, Reorganization, and Capital Recovery group handles
all aspects of insolvency, including restructuring and workouts
(including bond finance), creditor-debtor litigation, and
reorganizations and liquidations both in and outside of bankruptcy.

Christopher Celentino, Office Managing Partner
E: celentinoc@ballardspahr.com
655 West Broadway, Suite 1600
San Diego, CA 92101
T: 619.696.9200
W: ballardspahr.com

Bankruptcy Law Firm PC
Bankruptcy Law Firm, PC, Los Angeles, owned and operated by
former Central District CA Bankruptcy Judge, Kathleen March,
Esq. Consumer practice representing individuals and small
businesses in Chapter 7 and 13 cases in all five divisions of the
Central District of California Bankruptcy courts. Free first consult.
Fair prices. If your firm does NOT do individuals, make them
grateful to you, by sending them to us! We also handle adversary
proceedings, representing debtors or creditors, including
defending avoiding power adversaries. We do bankruptcy
appeals, all levels. March is available as expert witness on
bankruptcy issues, for state court suits/arbitrations. “Have a
former bankruptcy judge for your personal bankruptcy attorney”

Kathleen P. March, Esq. 
E: kmarch@bkylawfirm.com
10524 W. Pico Blvd, Suite 212
Los Angeles, CA 90064
T: 310-559-9224 | F: 310-559-9133
W: www.bkylawfirm.com
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2015 SPONSORS
Bienert Miller & Katzman PLC
Trial Attorneys Who Understand the Complexities of Bankruptcy.
BMK consists of experienced trial attorneys who understand
insolvency related issues and have a proven record of obtaining
outstanding results for our clients. We have litigated more than
100 complex trials in both state and federal court, numerous
adversary proceedings and contested matters, and dozens of
appeals.  We have been repeatedly selected as among the best
in our practice areas by U.S. News and World Report, Best
Lawyers and Super Lawyers. Our lawyers include nationally
recognized former prosecutors, public defenders, federal judicial
clerks, big firm litigators, and the former United States Trustee
for all of Southern California.

Steven J. Katzman
E: skatzman@bmkattorneys.com
Anthony R. Bisconti
E: tbisconti@bmkattorneys.com
903 Calle Amanecer, Suite 350
San Clemente, California 92673
T: 949-369-3700 | F: 949-369-3701
W: www.bmkattorneys.com 

Binder & Malter LLP
Binder & Malter LLP is a nine-attorney Silicon Valley law firm
specializing in bankruptcy, insolvency, and debtor-creditor rights.
For over 28 years Binder & Malter LLP has represented
financially distressed businesses and individuals, as well as
creditors, in resolving complex financial problems, assisting in
restructuring of debt, and advocating in complex, high exposure
litigation and appeals.  The firm also provides representation in
a wide-range of real estate and business matters, including sales
and acquisitions, commercial leasing, deed of trust and
foreclosure issues, entity formation, business acquisitions and
dispositions, and secured transactions.

Heinz Binder 
E: heinz@bindermalter.com
Michael W. Malter 
E: michael@bindermalter.com
2775 Park Avenue
Santa Clara, CA 95050
T: 408-295-1700 | F: 408-295-1531
W: www.bindermalter.com

Bovitz & Spitzer
In 1991, J. Scott Bovitz and Susan M. Spitzer formed Bovitz &
Spitzer (bovitz-spitzer.com). The firm handles adversary
proceedings and contested matters. Ms. Spitzer is the managing
partner and a lawyers’ coach. Mr. Bovitz (bovitz.com) is: Board
Certified in Business Bankruptcy Law, American Board of
Certification; a Certified Specialist, Bankruptcy Law, California
Board of Legal Specialization; a coordinating editor, ABI Journal;
recording engineer for the Los Angeles Lawyers Philharmonic and
Gary S. Greene’s Big Band of Barristers; and a photographer.

1100 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 2403
Los Angeles, California 90017-1961
T: 213-346-8300 | F: 213-928-4174
W: bovitz-spitzer.com

Brown Rudnick
Brown Rudnick, an international law firm with offices in the United
States and Europe, represents clients from around the world in
high-stakes litigation, international arbitration and complex
business transactions.   Clients include public and private
corporations, multinational Fortune 100 businesses and start-up
enterprises. The Firm also represents investors, as well as official
and ad hoc creditors’ committees in today’s largest corporate
restructurings, both domestically and abroad.  Founded more than
60 years ago, Brown Rudnick has over 230 lawyers providing
advice and services across key areas of the law.   Beyond the
United States, the Firm regularly serves clients in Europe, the
Middle East, North Africa, the Caribbean and Latin America.  With
its Brown Rudnick Center for the Public Interest, the Firm has
created an innovative model combining its pro bono, charitable
giving and community volunteer efforts.

Bill Baldiga
E: Baldiga-wbaldiga@brownrudnick.com
Ronald Rus 
E: rrus@brownrudnick.com
Joel Miliband
E: jmiliband@brownrudnick.com
Laurel Zaeske 
E: lzaeske@brownrudnick.com
Cathrine Castaldi 
E: ccastaldi@brownrudnick.com
Rebecca Fordon 
E: rfordon@brownrudnick.com
2211 Michelson Drive
Irvine, California 92612
W: www.brownrudnick.com

Bryan Cave LLP
Bryan Cave is a leading business and litigation firm with
approximately 1,000 lawyers practicing from 25 global law offices.
Our California presence includes offices in Los Angeles, Irvine
and San Francisco. Bryan Cave’s Bankruptcy, Restructuring and
Creditors’ Rights Client Service Group members are known for
their creative problem-solving abilities, responsiveness, and
networks with financial institutions, restructuring advisors, and
other attorneys. These resources allow us to develop business
solutions based upon our clients’ needs and goals. We have the
ability and experience to resolve novel and difficult legal issues
in restructurings, out-of-court loan workouts, Chapter 11
reorganizations, distressed sales, litigation matters, and other
insolvency proceedings.

Natalie Daghbandan 
E: natalie.daghbandan@bryancave.com
T: 310-576-2277
Kerry Moynihan 
E: kerry.moynihan@bryancave.com
T: 310-576-2279
Mark Mersel 
E: mark.mersel@bryancave.com
T: 949-223-7160
Sharon Weiss 
E: sharon.weiss@bryancave.com 
T: 310-576-2276
W: www.bryancave.com
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Buchalter Nemer has a comprehensive national insolvency and
restructuring practice that has successfully represented clients
through complex proceedings in all economic climates. Trusted
by the nation’s largest banks, financial institutions, creditors’
committees, businesses and others requiring insolvency and
restructuring expertise, we combine strategic legal protections
with industry intelligence to deliver excellent results. In financial
reorganization proceedings, we are known for cost-effective,
timely and practical solutions that preserves both business value
and legal security. We attribute the success of our practice to the
depth of our knowledge and breadth of experience across
industries, among them, agriculture, apparel, entertainment,
healthcare, manufacturing, hospitality, real estate, retail,
technology, transportation, communications and equipment
leasing. For more information, please visit www.buchalter.com.

Bernard D. Bollinger, Insolvency & Financial Solutions
Practice Group Chair
E: bbollinger@buchalter.com
1000 Wilshire Blvd, Suite 1500
Los Angeles, CA 90017
T: 213-891-0700
W: www.buchalter.com

Cooper White & Cooper LLP
Cooper, White & Cooper LLP is a mid-sized law firm with offices
in San Francisco and Walnut Creek, California.  Founded in 1896,
Cooper’s practice has expanded over its 100+ year history to
provide comprehensive representation in most areas of business
law and civil trial practice.  Our Bankruptcy & Insolvency Group
advises and represents institutional and individual creditors and
debtors in bankruptcy, and state and federal courts regarding all
aspects of bankruptcy, insolvency and related transactional
matters. 

We have developed extensive experience in representing our
clients’ varied interests with special expertise in representing
parties in non-bankruptcy alternatives such as assignments,
receiverships and dissolutions, along with equipment leasing and
commercial financing.  We are dedicated to delivering practical,
cost-effective and timely solutions to our clients’ business and
litigation needs.

Peter C. Califano
E: pcalifano@cwclaw.com
San Francisco
201 California Street, 17th Floor
San Francisco, CA  94111
T:  415-433-1900 | F: 415-433-5530
Walnut Creek
1333 N. California Blvd.
Walnut Creek, CA  94596
T:  925-935-9700 | F: 925-256-9428
W:  www.cwclaw.com

Dalton Commercial
Dalton Commercial has been servicing distressed real estate
properties as a real estate broker, asset and property manager
or consultant throughout California since 1999. Having managed,
leased or sold hundreds of properties in bankruptcy and
litigation, our professionals are known for delivering results
quickly and economically in order to provide clients the maximum
recovery on their assets. Dalton have the experience and
resources necessary to seize assets quickly, restructure
operations and add value to many types of distressed properties
including office, industrial, retail, multi-family, gas stations and
convenience markets and undeveloped land. Dalton also
specializes in complex corporate and partnership entities and
the sale of various ownership interests in such entities.  California
Real Estate Broker’s License Number: 01260757

707 Broadway, Suite 1750 Elaine L. Chan

San Diego, CA 92101 Kimberley V. Deede

Telephone: 619-685-4000 Dean T. Kirby, Jr.

Facsimile:   619-685-4004 Jana Logan

www.kirbymac.com Martin T. McGuinn

Roberta S. Robinson

Cheryl Edwards Tannenberg

Serving Creditors, Lenders 
and Fiduciaries, to the 

Disappointment of Others

KIRBY & McGUINN IS PLEASED 
TO ANNOUNCE THAT 

KIMBERLEY V. DEEDE HAS JOINED
THE FIRM’S BANKRUPTCY PRACTICE
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MICHAEL T. O’HALLORAN
ATTORNEY AT LAW

CERTIFIED BANKRUPTCY SPECIALIST
CERTIFIED BY THE STATE BAR OF CALIFORNIA

&
AMERICAN BOARD OF CERTIFICATION

1010 SECOND AVENUE, SUITE 1727 T 619-233-1727
SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 92101 F 619-233-6526

mto@DebtSD.com

Law�Office�of�William�P.�Fennell,�APLC
Announces

Melissa�A.�Blackburn�Joniaux,�Of�Counsel
and�our�new�address

1�Columbia�Place
401�West�A�Street,�Suite�1800

San�Diego,�CA�92101

Tel:�(619)�325-1560�•�Fax:�(619)�325-1558
Email:��office@fennelllaw.com
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Danning Gill Diamond & Kollitz LLP
For over 50 years, Danning, Gill, Diamond &Kollitz, LLP has built
and expanded upon its reputation as a premier Los Angeles-
based boutique bankruptcy and insolvency law firm. Its attorneys
are highly experienced in representing debtors, creditors,
creditors’ committees, Trustees and Receivers, and many of its
members serve as court appointed Receivers, Chapter 7 and 11
Trustees and Examiners. Specialty practice areas within the firm
include reorganization and liquidation, out-of-court workouts,
appellate matters, health care insolvencies, Trustees’ avoiding
powers, landlord-tenant relations, law firm insolvencies,
construction and contractor insolvencies, and bankruptcy-related
as well as commercial litigation.

Richard K. Diamond 
E: rdiamond@dgdk.com
1900 Avenue of the Stars, 11th Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90067
T: 310-277-0077 | F: 310-277-5735
W: www.dgdk.com

Development Specialists Inc
DSI is one of the world’s leading providers of management
consulting and financial advisory services, including turnaround
consulting, financial restructuring, litigation support and forensic
accounting.  Our clients include business owners, private equity
investors, corporate boards, financial institutions, secured
lenders, bondholders and unsecured creditors.  For almost 40
years, DSI has been guided by a single objective: maximizing
value for all stakeholders. With our highly skilled and diverse team
of professionals, offices throughout the United States and in
Europe, and an unparalleled range of experience, DSI not only
achieves that objective, but has also built a solid reputation as
an industry leader.

Geoffrey L. Berman 
E: gberman@dsi.biz
T: 213-617-2717 
Bill Brandt 
E: bbrandt@dsi.biz
T: 312-263-4141
Three First National Plaza
70 West Madison Street, Suite 2300
Chicago, Illinois 60602

Other offices in New York, Los Angeles, Miami, London, 
San Francisco, Cleveland, Philadelphia and Columbus  
W: www.dsi.biz

Dorsey & Whitney LLP
Dorsey’s Bankruptcy & Restructuring group has successfully
represented thousands of financially distressed clients, in
regional and national insolvency matters, including: Chapter 11
cases, out of court restructurings and workouts, assignments for
Benefit of Creditors, corporate wind downs and dissolutions.
Clients include creditors, fiduciaries, trustees, equity holders and
buyers of distressed assets. We also work with venture
capitalists, lenders, banks, consultants and accountants. 
As an international law firm with offices in the U.S., Canada,
Europe and Asia, our clients have access to Dorsey’s expansive
legal network that includes the disciplines critical to restructuring
viable businesses and assisting creditors and others in
preserving their rights.

Stephen O’Neill, Partner 
E: oneill.stephen@dorsey.com
305 Lytton Avenue
Palo Alto, CA 94301
T: 650-843-2719 | F: 650-857-1288
W: www.dorsey.com/paloalto

Douglas Wilson Companies
Douglas Wilson Companies, founded in 1989 provides a wide
range of specialized business, workout, and real estate
services  to law firms, state and federal courts, corporations,
partnerships, pension funds,  REITs, financial institutions,
and property owners. With offices in Las Vegas, San Diego, San
Francisco, and Washington, DC, the company is one of the
largest  entities of its kind, providing workout and problem
resolution, asset  management,  consulting, receiverships,
development, and construction management services. Over the
past twenty-six (26) years, the company has provided services
for over $15 billion in  assets, including serving  as a court-
appointed fiduciary for over 1,100 matters.

Douglas Wilson 
E: dwilson@douglaswilson.com
T: 619-641-6411 | F: 619-641-1150
Nicholas Wilson
E: nwilson@douglaswilson.com
T: 619-906-4384 | F: 619-641-4385
1620 Fifth Avenue, Suite 400
San Diego, CA 92101
W: www.douglaswilson.com

Downey Brand LLP
Downey Brand’s Bankruptcy and Insolvency Group is a multi-
disciplinary and multijurisdictional practice that includes members
with an average of over twenty-five (25) years’ experience. As
leaders in the field in both Northern California and Nevada, our
lawyers bring a unique combination of state law litigation and
practice along with decades of experience in Bankruptcy Courts
across the country. Our attorneys generate success for a wide
range of stakeholders in insolvency related matters, including
debtors in complex chapter 11 cases, committees, secured and
unsecured creditors, receivers and other court appointed
fiduciaries, asset purchasers, trustees, hedge funds, equity
security holders, and special servicers in many diverse industries
such as real estate (office, retail, multi-family, land), food and
agriculture, retail, banking and financial institutions, asset based
lending, environmental, construction, energy, manufacturing,
engineering, mining, and oil and gas.

Jamie Dreher, Partner 
E: jdreher@downeybrand.com
621 Capitol Mall, 18th Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814
T: 916-520-54789
W: www.downeybrand.com

East West Bank
East West Bank, Specialty Deposit Services offers companies
and their advisors specialized banking and cash management
services designed to meet the specific needs of Professional
Fiduciaries, State and Federal Court Officers, Debtors in
Possession, Bankruptcy/Restructuring Attorneys, Receivers,
Chief Restructuring Officers, Class Action Administrators,
Assignees and the Chapter 7 Trustee.  
As important, we are one of the strongest financial institutions in
the country, adding the security that you are depositing funds with
a bank that has a solid history of stability and growth.  We were
ranked a top ten bank in the nation by Forbes in 2014 marking
the fourth year in a row.  Additionally, we are among the top ten
best performing large banks as rated by the American Bankers
Association.  Our Q4 2014 financials reflect fourteen consecutive
quarters of earnings per share growth.  We are approved to hold
bankruptcy deposits nationwide.

Katrina McLean, Senior Vice President & 
Industry Manager 
E: Katrina.mclean@eastwestbank.com
135 N. Los Robles Avenue 
Pasadena, CA 91101
T: 626-636-1453
W: www.eastwestbank.com
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Epiq Systems is a leading provider of consulting and technology-
enabled solutions for the restructuring and insolvency community.
Our clients have included some of the largest and most complex
corporate debtors in US history and more than 600 bankruptcy
trustees, assignees and receivers. Epiq provides services such as
schedule filing preparation and case management software,
claims management, noticing, balloting and solicitation,
disbursements, web design, and strategic communications. In
addition to restructuring services, Epiq provides industry-leading
electronic discovery and document review solutions as well as
class action, mass tort and claims administration services.

Michael Cousino, Vice President of 
Bankruptcy Services
E: mcousino@epiqsystems.com
T: 952-607-9039
Alicia Den Beste, Senior Director, 
Business Development 
E: adenbeste@epiqsystems.com
T: 770-331-8723
2029 Century Park East, Suite 920
Los Angeles, CA 90067
W: www.epiqsystems.com    W: www.epiq11.com

Ezra Brutzkus & Gubner
Our clients benefit from our in-depth commercial bankruptcy and
insolvency law experience, and trust us to develop the best
solutions to their business challenges. We regularly represent
trustees and defendants in complex fraudulent transfer and
preference claims, professional liability and D&O claims,
bankruptcy cases, receiverships, and assignments for the benefit
of creditors. We also manage cost-effective reorganizations for
corporate debtors and represent creditors, including
municipalities, to obtain the highest possible distribution in
insolvency proceedings. We leverage our business backgrounds
and creative insight into the most sensible advice and counsel
for clients. Many of our attorneys are former bankers,
accountants, business owners, and business and financial
professionals, who call upon years of experience to formulate a
client’s best course of action. Quite simply, we measure our
performance by the results we achieve.

Steven T. Gubner, Partner 
E: sgubner@ebg-law.com
David Seror, Partner 
E: dseror@ebg-law.com
Corey R. Weber, Partner 
E: cweber@ebg-law.com
Robyn B. Sokol, Partner 
E: rsokol@ebg-law.com
Richard D. Burstein, Partner 
E: rburstein@ebg-law.com
Larry W. Gabriel, Of Counsel
E: lgabriel@ebg-law.com
Susan K. Seflin, Of Counsel 
E: sseflin@ebg-law.com
Los Angeles Office 
21650 Oxnard Street, Suite 500 
Woodland Hills, CA 91367
T: 818-827-9000 | F: 818-827-9099
Las Vegas Office
4475 S. Pecos Road
Las Vegas, NV 89121
T: 866-324-4529 | F: 866-995-0215
W: www.ebg-law.com

Farella Braun + Martel LLP
Farella Braun + Martel represent clients in sophisticated business
transactions and complex commercial, civil and criminal litigation.
We are known for our imaginative legal solutions and the
dynamism and intellectual creativity of our lawyers. Farella’s
bankruptcy and creditors’ rights practice represents clients from
the negotiating table to the court room and handles all aspects
of business bankruptcy, reorganizations and debt restructuring.
Our team works closely with other key practice groups, including
real estate, insurance coverage, intellectual property, complex
litigation and tax to provide customized, cost-effective service to
our clients.

Gary M. Kaplan 
E: gkaplan@fbm.com
T: 415-954-4940
San Francisco Office
235 Montgomery Street, 17th Floor
San Francisco, CA 94104
T: 415-954-4400
W: www.fbm.com

Felderstein Fitzgerald Willoughby & Pascuzzi LLP
From Sacramento, we represent clients in bankruptcy and related
matters throughout California and the nation, including debtors,
receivers, private and public debt and equity holders, trade
creditors, official committees of unsecured creditors and equity
holders, chapter 11 trustees and examiners, landlords, government
agencies, and purchasers of assets.  We have experience in many
industries including financial services, retail, healthcare,
transportation, manufacturing, agriculture, food processing, real
estate, entertainment, public utilities, telecommunications, and
natural resources.  The named partners have all received the
designation of Best Lawyers in America and Super Lawyers.  We
are proud of the firm’s “Tier One” rating by US News & World
Report and Top 5 Business & Transactions California Super Law
Firms ranking.

Steven H. Felderstein 
E: sfelderstein@ffwplaw.com
Donald W. Fitzgerald 
E: dfitzgerald@ffwplaw.com
Thomas A. Willoughby 
E: twilloughby@ffwplaw.com
Paul J. Pascuzzi  
E: ppascuzzi@ffwplaw.com
Jason E. Rios 
E: jrios@ffwplaw.com
400 Capitol Mall, Suite 1750 
Sacramento, CA  95814
T:  916-329-7400 | F:  916-329-7435
W:  www.ffwplaw.com
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2015 SPONSORS
Fox Rothschild LLP
Fox Rothschild LLP is a national law firm with more than 600
attorneys practicing in 20 offices. We offer a full range of
bankruptcy services to clients coast to coast. Fox Rothschild is
pleased to welcome Mette Kurth to its Century City office, adding
to our bankruptcy depth in California. Our west coast team, which
includes Michael Sweet, Brett Axelrod, Charles Axelrod and
Dawn Cica, represents committees, trustees, debtors and
creditors in all bankruptcy courts in the state. We offer strategic
advice on issues in insolvency and distressed business contexts,
corporate reorganizations, bankruptcy law and litigation,
commercial litigation, work-outs and municipal insolvency.

Michael Sweet, Esq.
E: msweet@foxrothschild.com
Mette H. Kurth, Esq. 
E: mkurth@foxrothschild.com 
San Francisco Office
345 California Street, Suite 2200
San Francisco, CA 94104-2734
Los Angeles Office
1800 Century Park East, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA 90067 
W: www.foxrothschild.com 

Friedman & Springwater LLP
Friedman & Springwater is a San Francisco-based firm
specializing in commercial finance and business bankruptcies. Our
commercial finance lawyers have particular expertise in asset-
based lending and enforcement of secured creditor rights. Our
attorneys have represented official creditors’ committees, debtors,
chapter 11 trustees and secured and unsecured creditors.

Ellen A. Friedman 
E: efriedman@friedmanspring.com
33 New Montgomery Street, Suite 290
San Francisco, CA 94105
T: 415-834-3800 | F: 415-834-1044
W: www.friedmanspring.com

FTI Consulting Inc
FTI Consulting is a global business advisory firm that provides
multidisciplinary solutions to complex challenges and
opportunities. Our Corporate Finance/Restructuring practice is
the industry leader with an experienced, specialized team of
financial and operational restructuring and reorganization
professionals in North America, Latin America, Europe and Asia
Pacific. With the capacity to assemble balanced teams of
industry, financial and operational experts, we are committed to
protecting and enhancing the enterprise value of our clients.

Senior Managing Directors Los Angeles
Amir Agam
E: amir.agam@fticonsulting.com
Ronald F. Greenspan 
E: ron.greenspan@fticonsulting.com
Cynthia Nelson 
E: cynthia.nelson@fticonsulting.com
M. Freddie Reiss 
E: freddie.reiss@fticonsulting.com
Luke Schaeffer 
E: luke.schaeffer@fticonsulting.com
Jeff Truitt 
E: jeff.truitt@fticonsulting.com

Senior Managing Director Phoenix
Michael Tucker 
E: michael.tucker@fticonsulting.com

Senior Managing Directors San Francisco
Andrew Hinkelman 
E: andrew.hinkelman@fticonsulting.com
Michael VanderLey 
E: mike.vanderley@fticonsulting.com

GlassRatner Advisory & Capital Group LLC
GlassRatner Advisory & Capital Group is a national specialty
financial advisory services firm providing solutions to complex
business problems and Board level agenda items. The firm
applies a unique mix of skill sets and experience to address
matters of the utmost importance to an enterprise such as
managing through a business crisis or bankruptcy,  pursuing a
fraud investigation or corporate litigation, planning & executing a
major acquisition or divestiture, unraveling a challenging real
estate issue and other top level non-typical business challenges.
GlassRatner’s core practice areas include Bankruptcy &
Restructuring Advisory Services, Forensic & Litigation
Accounting, Real Estate Advisory Services and Mergers &
Acquisition Consulting. The firm has consistently been named as
one of the top crisis management and restructuring firms by the
Deal Magazine and the Deal.com.

Mike Issa           
E: missa@glassratner.com
T: 949-862-1595
Kerry Krisher      
E: kkrisher@glassratner.com
T: 949-429-4252 
Michael Spindler
E: mspindler@glassratner.com
T: 424-354-1724
Adam Meislik
E: ameislik@glassratner.com
T: 949-407-6627
Orange County
19800 MacArthur Blvd, Suite 820
Irvine, CA 92612
Los Angeles
1925 Century Park East, Suite 810
Los Angeles, CA 90067
W: www.GlassRatner.com

Gordon Silver
Gordon Silver is a premier restructuring, bankruptcy, insolvency
and workout law firm. With both business acumen and a depth of
knowledge and experience, our 16-lawyer bankruptcy and
business restructuring team has exceptional capabilities to serve
clients throughout the United States. Our attorneys have a wealth
of experience in representing debtors, creditors, committees and
trustees in formal bankruptcy proceedings; negotiating out-of-
court workouts, including pre-negotiated plans and prepackaged
plans; and, special situation purchases of distressed assets. Our
attorneys have also been selected for inclusion in Best Lawyers
in America® and Super Lawyers®. For more information
regarding Gordon Silver, please visit www.gordonsilver.com.

Eve H. Karasik 
E: EKarasik@GordonSilver.com 
T: 702-796-5555
Gregory E. Garman 
E: GGarman@GordonSilver.com 
T: 702-796-5555

Insolvency Law Committee – State Bar of CA
The Insolvency Law Committee (ILC) is a standing committee of
the California State Bar’s Business Law Section.  ILC authors
legislative proposals, comments, and over 100 E-Bulletins
annually consisting of case law and legislation updates primarily
from the Ninth Circuit and California.  ILC is an active contributor
in social media, providing up-to-the-minute case reports on Twitter
@calbarbuslaw (#CalBarILC) and discussions on LinkedIn (under
“Business Law Section of the State Bar of California”).  ILC puts
on multiple programs and webinars every year.  If you are
interested in becoming a member, receiving more information, or
want to receive E-Bulletins, contact:

Van Durrer                              
E: van.durrer@skadden.com
Monique Jewett-Brewster       
E: monique.jewettbrewster@bryancave.com
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Insolvency Services Group Inc (“ISG”) is the foremost provider
of fiduciary services to insolvency professionals and their clients
including, serving as assignees for the benefit of creditors, state
and federal court receivers, collateral agents, and as a
responsible entity or liquidating trustee in a liquidating plan in
chapter 11 cases. ISG has served insolvency professionals and
their clients for more than a decade in matters throughout
California.

Joel B.Weinberg, CEO
E: jweinberg@usisg.com
Gunther Gee, Senior Consultant
E: ggee@usisg.com
Beverly Hills
9107 Wilshire Blvd, Suite 800
Beverly Hills, CA 90210
T: 310-385-0006 | F: 310-385-0030
W: www.usisg.com

Jones Day
Jones Day’s Business Restructuring & Reorganization Practice
is one of the premier global restructuring, reorganization,
insolvency, and workout practices. Our lawyers are regularly
ranked among the world’s leading restructuring practitioners by
publications such as The Wall Street Journal, The American
Lawyer Chambers, Chambers Europe, The Legal 500, and
BusinessWeek. With more than 2,400 lawyers in 41 offices in 19
countries and over 130 restructuring lawyers working in major
financial centers on five continents, including 12 restructuring
lawyers based in California, we are well positioned to represent
debtors, creditors, and other constituents in complex domestic
and cross-border restructurings, chapter 11 cases, out-of-court
workouts, and other matters involving financially distressed
entities in jurisdictions worldwide.

Richard L. Wynne
E: rlwynne@jonesday.com 
Bennett L. Spiegel
E: blspiegel@jonesday.com 
Bruce Bennett
E: bbennett@jonesday.com
Sidney P. Levinson
E: slevinson@jonesday.com
Joshua M. Mester
E: jmester@jonesday.com
Erin N. Brady
E: enbrady@jonesday.com
Michael Schneidereit
E: mschneidereit@jonesday.com
Los Angeles Office 
555 S. Flower Street, 50th Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90071 
T: 213-489-3939 
Stephen E. Hall 
E: sehall@jonesday.com
San Francisco Office 
555 California Street, 26th Floor 
San Francisco, CA 94104 
T: 415-626-3939 
W: www.jonesday.com 
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Klee Tuchin Bogdanoff & Stern LLP
Klee, Tuchin, Bogdanoff & Stern is a national, boutique law firm
that specializes in business reorganizations, corporate
insolvency, commercial litigation, bankruptcy related asset
acquisitions, bankruptcy litigation and appellate advocacy, expert
witness services in the bankruptcy field and corporate
transactions.  KTB&S represents debtors, creditors, equity
holders, committees, trustees, landlords, potential acquirers of
assets, and other parties with interests in financially distressed
businesses.  The members of KTB&S have decades of
experience practicing in the bankruptcy field, and are actively
involved in teaching and providing expert witness consultation
and testimony.  Headquartered in Los Angeles, California, KTBS
regularly represents clients throughout the United States.

Michael L. Tuchin
E: mtuchin@ktbslaw.com
1999 Avenue of the Stars, Thirty-Ninth Floor
Los Angeles CA 90067
T:  310-407-4000 |  F: 310-407-4090
W: www.ktbslaw.com

Levene Neale Bender Yoo & Brill LLP
Founded in July 1995, Levene, Neale, Bender, Yoo & Brill L.L.P.
is a Los Angeles-based law firm specializing in the practice of
bankruptcy, insolvency and business reorganizations. With
decades of collective experience, the firm’s attorneys take
pride in resolving highly complex legal problems utilizing cost-
effective, proactive strategies. Regarded as one of the nation’s
most efficient bankruptcy firms by independent surveys,
LNBY&B is large enough to handle the most sophisticated
matters, yet still able to assure that clients receive the personal
attention of a firm partner.
Focus areas include bankruptcy, insolvency, commercial law,
debtor-creditor matters, commercial litigation, corporate
restructurings and out-of-court workouts.

David L. Neale 
E:  dln@lnbyb.com
T: 310-229-1234
W: www.lnbyb.com 

Lubin Olson & Niewiadomski LLP
Lubin Olson’s bankruptcy practice involves the representation of
financial institutions, private lenders and commercial landlords in
primarily Chapter 11 reorganizations and liquidations. The practice
includes all aspects of Chapter 11 practice, including relief from
stay actions, disclosure statement and plan confirmation litigation
and adversary proceedings.  We also are experienced in cash
collateral negotiations and motion practice as well as post-petition
and floor financing. We also represent our clients in adversary
proceedings defending fraudulent transfers, preference transfers,
and post-petition transfers. Our practice is on a national basis as
we represent clients in Chapter 11 cases in Delaware, New York,
Florida and Arizona as well as throughout California.  Recently, we
represented a secured lender in a Chapter 11 case involving a
significant real estate property in San Francisco’s unique Union
Square. The firm also represented one of the three major landlords
in the Solyndra Chapter 11 case.  We also represented landlords
in the Circuit City, Betsy Johnson and Coldwater Creek Chapter
11 cases.  For more information, please contact Dennis D. Miller
or visit our website at www.lubinolson.com

Dennis D. Miller
Transamerica Pyramid
600 Montgomery Street, 14th floor
San Francisco, CA 94111
T:415.981.0550 | F:415.981.4343
W:www.lubinolson.com

McKenna Long & Aldridge LLC
McKenna Long & Aldridge LLP (MLA) is an international law
firm with 500 attorneys and public policy advisors in 15 offices
and 13 markets. MLA handles all matters related to insolvency
including representation of assignees, receivers, chapter 7 and
11 trustees, creditors, debtors, chapter 9 debtors and
committees. To further explore the firm and its services, go to
www.mckennalong.com. 

Diana Herman 
E: dherman@mckennalong.com
Michael Isaacs
E: misaacs@mckennalong.com
Jennifer Hayes 
E: jhayes@mckennalong.com 
Charles Maher 
E: cmaher@mckennalong.com
Mark Kaufman 
E: mkaufman@mckennalong.com
Jeffrey Fillerup 
E: jfillerup@mckennalong.com
Barry Milgrom 
E: bmilgrom@mckennalong.com 
Gregg Kleiner 
E: gkleiner@mckennalong.com
San Francisco Office
One Market Plaza, Spear Tower, 24th Floor
San Francisco, CA 94105
T: 415-356-4600
Jess Bressi 
E:jbressi@mckennalong.com
Orange County Office
2030 Main Street, Suite 1000
Irvine, CA 92614
T: 949-241-8967
Gary Caris 
E: gcaris@mckennalong.com
Lesley Anne Hawes 
E: lhawes@mckennalong.com
Los Angeles Office
300 South Grand Avenue, 14th Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90071
T: 213-243-6107

Milbank
Milbank is a leading international law firm providing innovative
legal solutions to clients throughout the world for nearly 150 years.
Milbank is headquartered in New York with offices in Beijing,
Frankfurt, Hong Kong, London, Los Angeles, Munich, Sao Paulo,
Seoul, Singapore, Tokyo and Washington, DC. In connection with
the largest and most complex bankruptcy, distressed and
reorganization matters in the US and abroad, we represent a wide
range of clients, including companies in need of financial
restructuring, official and ad hoc committees of creditors, leading
financial institutions and hedge funds, lenders, equity security
holders, acquirers, trustees and receivers.

Dennis F. Dunne, Partner, New York 
E:ddunne@milbank.com
T: 212-530-5770
Paul S. Aronzon, Partner, Los Angeles 
E: paronzon@milbank.com
T: 213-892-4377
Gregory A. Bray, Partner, Los Angeles 
E: gbray@milbank.com
T: 213-892-4470
Thomas R. Kreller, Partner, Los Angeles 
E: tkreller@milbank.com
T: 213-892-4463
Mark Shinderman, Partner, Los Angeles 
E: mshinderman@milbank.com
T: 213- 892-4411
W: www.milbank.com
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Millennium Trust Company is a leading Automatic Rollover IRA
provider for retirement plans. Our solutions are tailored for open,
terminated and abandoned plans and help plan sponsors comply
with DOL Safe Harbor requirements for automatic rollovers. We
work with a wide range of professionals and offer a full
complement of solutions to address such plan related issues as:
missing participants, uncashed checks, benefit distributions and
notification services. For more information, please visit our web
site at www.mtrustcompany.com.

Terry Dunne, Managing Director of Automatic Rollovers
E: tdunne@mtrustcompany.com
2001 Spring Road, Suite 700
Oak Brook, IL 60523
T: 630-368-5675  |  F: 630-368-5698
W: www.mtrustcompany.com

Mintz Levin Cohn Ferris Glovsky and Popeo PC
Mintz Levin is a national law firm with more than 500 attorneys,
including offices in San Diego, San Francisco and Los Angeles.
Mintz Levin’s nationally-ranked bankruptcy and bankruptcy
litigation practices regularly represent indenture trustees,
bondholders, secured creditors, debtors, asset acquirers,
trustees and other parties in complex restructurings, workouts,
receiverships and bankruptcies. Our experience extends to cases
and transactions in many industries including high technology
and biotechnology, real estate developments and entities holding
large commercial real estate portfolios, national and regional
retailers, manufacturers, insurance companies and financial
services companies, healthcare, airlines, restaurants, and hotels.
We have also been very active representing clients in Chapter 9
municipal bankruptcies.

Jeffry A. Davis                     
E. jadavis@mintz.com
Joseph R. Dunn                   
E. jrdunn@mintz.com
Abigail V. O’Brient               
E. avobrient@mintz.com
3580 Carmel Mountain Road, Ste 300
San Diego, CA 92130
T: 858-314-1500
W: www.mintz.com

Law Office of Michael T. O’Halloran
Since 1994, the Law Office of Michael T. O’Halloran has
represented debtors in all types of bankruptcy and insolvency
cases. The firm is proficient and effective in corporate and
individual Chapter 11 cases as well as all types of Chapter 7
cases.  The three eternal debtor goals of maximum discharge,
maximum asset retention and minimum conflict drive strategy.
Mr. O’Halloran holds three certifications as a bankruptcy law
expert and is an author for CEB on the subject. He was the San
Diego Volunteer Lawyer of the year in 2009. He hopes you enter
the CBF photo competition, if only via your cell phone camera.

Michael T. O’Halloran CLS-B 
E: mto@debtsd.com
1010 Second Avenue, Suite 1727
San Diego, CA 92101
T: 619-233-1727  |  F: 619-233-6526
W: www.DebtSD.com

Pachulski Stang Ziehl & Jones LLP
Pachulski Stang Ziehl & Jones LLP (PSZJ) is the nation’s leading
corporate restructuring boutique, with offices in Los Angeles, San
Francisco, Delaware and New York.   PSZJ attorneys are
experienced in representing all major constituencies in
bankruptcy proceedings and out-of-court workouts, including
debtors, committees, trustees, bondholders, asset purchasers,
and third-party plan proponents.   PSZJ also handles
sophisticated business litigation and transactional matters as part
of its renowned U.S. News & World Report “Tier One”
restructuring practice.

Linda F. Cantor
E: lcantor@pszjlaw.com
Los Angeles Office
10100 Santa Monica Blvd, 13th Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90067
T: 310-277-6910
W: www.pszjlaw.com

Polsinelli PC
The Bankruptcy and Financial Restructuring lawyers at Polsinelli
understand how to address a client’s concerns when facing a
distressed situation by applying years of restructuring experience
in a cost-efficient manner. Polsinelli utilizes a practical, hands-on
approach to handle bankruptcy and financial restructuring issues
whether on behalf of a Chapter 11 debtor, an official committee
of unsecured creditors, or a party to bankruptcy litigation. Our
attorneys have practiced in numerous jurisdictions across the
nation, and we have “boots on the ground” in Delaware, New York,
Los Angeles, Kansas City, San Francisco, St. Louis, Chicago,
Phoenix, Dallas, and Denver. Clients also benefit from our cross-
practice collaboration with Insolvency and Loan Enforcement and
Creditors’ Rights attorneys, as well as our considerable
experience in diverse industries such as telecommunications,
retail, health care, insurance, real estate, trucking and
transportation, hospitality, and manufacturing

Jim Bird
E: jbird@polsinelli.com
Chris Ward
E: cward@polsinelli.com
Randye Soref
E: rsoref@polsinelli.com
2049 Century Park East, Suite 2300
Los Angeles, CA 90067
T: 310-556-1801  |  F: 310-556-1802
W: www.polsinelli.com

Robins Kaplan LLP
Robins Kaplan LLP is among the nation’s premier trial law
firms, with more than 220 attorneys in six major cities. Our
attorneys litigate, mediate, and arbitrate client disputes, always
at-the-ready for an ultimate courtroom battle. When huge forces
are at play, major money is at stake, or rights are being
trampled, we help clients cut through complexity, get to the
heart of the problem, and win what matters most.  We are
clearly focused on business results for our clients. We achieve
landmark triumphs and drive thousands of other cases to
resolution before they ever hit the courtroom or the front page.
From Big Tobacco to Kraft v. Starbucks, Interchange to Bhopal
and the World Trade Center—we have changed law, business,
and society for the better by redefining what’s possible.

Howard J. Weg, Chair, Restructuring and 
Business Bankruptcy
E: HWeg@RobinsKaplan.com
2049 Century Park East, Suite 3400
Los Angeles, CA 90067
T: 310.229.5820
W: www.RobinsKaplan.com
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Rust Omni is the industry-leading claims and noticing agent. Our
expertise, proactive approach, extensive resources, and client-
friendly pricing models lead to exceptional personal service. With
an ongoing commitment to powerful, intuitive technology
solutions—virtual data rooms, online claim reconciliation, bulk
email noticing, and preference software solutions—Rust Omni
achieves extraordinary cost-effective results for our clients. Our
services include pre-petition preparations, noticing, claims
management, balloting, call centers, disbursements, U.S. Trustee
compliance, public securities and equity identification services,
and post-confirmation trustee services. For more information on
Rust Omni go to www.omnimgt.com.

Brian Osborne 
E: bosborne@omnimgt.com
Eric Schwarz 
E: eschwarz@omnimgt.com
Paul Deutch
E: pdeutch@omnimgt.com
Los Angeles Office
5955 DeSoto Avenue, Suite 100
Woodland Hills, CA 91367
T: 818-906-8300
New York Office
1120 Avenue of the Americas, Suite 440
New York, NY 10036
T: 212-302-3580

Rutan & Tucker LLP
Rutan & Tucker, LLP is the largest full-service law firm based in
Orange County, California.   Rutan & Tucker’s Corporate
Restructuring and Creditors’ Rights Group is comprised of
attorneys with specialized knowledge and expertise in issues
concerning financial institutions, creditors’ rights, and
bankruptcy.  The Group has extensive experience representing
a wide range of clients, including creditors, debtors, debtors in
possession, trustees, committees, landlords, asset purchasers
and sellers, directors and officers of debtors, and other parties in
a variety of complex bankruptcy reorganizations and liquidations,
and in bankruptcy litigation.  Outside of bankruptcy, the Group
regularly handles out-of-court debt restructuring, complex loan
workouts, assignments for the benefit of creditors, receiverships,
foreclosures, litigation in state and federal courts, and arbitrations
and mediations.  Numerous attorneys in Rutan’s Corporate, Real
Estate, Tax, Public Law, and Litigation Departments regularly are
called upon to become involved in the firm’s restructuring and
creditors’ rights matters.  We bring together in a single integrated
Group of professionals deep knowledge and resources in
restructuring, distressed acquisitions, loan enforcement, credit
transactions, and litigation.

Caroline Djang
E: cdjang@rutan.com
T: 714-338-1803
Roger Friedman
E: rfriedman@rutan.com
T: 714-662-4604

Sheppard Mullin
Sheppard Mullin is a full-service AmLaw 100 firm with 700
attorneys in 15 offices located in the United States, Europe and
Asia.  Companies turn to Sheppard Mullin to handle a full range
of bankruptcy and high stakes litigation, complex finance and real
estate transactions, and corporate and technology matters. Our
bankruptcy and restructuring attorneys represent clients in all
types of regional, national and cross-border insolvency matters.
We have the resources to respond to the time sensitivity of
financial crises and the depth to provide whatever size team is
required. We draw upon firm-wide resources to solve the
multidisciplinary problems presented by business insolvencies.

Edward H. Tillinghast, III
E: etillinghast@sheppardmullin.com
T: 212.634.3050 
Alan H. Martin 
E: amartin@sheppardmullin.com
T: 714.513.5100

Sherwood Partners Inc
Since 1992 Sherwood Partners, Inc. has been recognized as one
of the premier corporate advisory and restructuring firm in the
country. Sherwood Partners is the industry leaders in IP
monetization and ABCs.
Serving our clients in the areas of: Corporate Restructuring,
Advisory Services, Interim Management, Assignments for the
Benefit of Creditors (ABCs), Intellectual Property Monetization (IP)
(Patents & Trademarks) Distribution Agent(s), Creditor Committee
Representation, and Managed Liquidations.

agencyIP represents owners and creators of Intellectual
Property (IP) (Trademarks & Patents). We focus on IP Sales,
Licensing, Augmentation and Brand Management.

Solutions | Results | Success | Since 1992
Silicon Valley | Los Angeles | New York

Martin D. Pichinson
E: mdp@shrwood.com | mdp@agencyip.com 
T: 650-454-8001
W: www.shrwood.com   |   www.agencyIP.com 

Shulman Hodges & Bastian LLP
Founded as a bankruptcy boutique, Shulman Hodges & Bastian
LLP has grown to become a highly regarded full-service law firm.
SHB is the firm that businesses and their principals turn to when
they want talented and experienced attorneys without the high
rates and organizational inefficiencies found at large firms. SHB’s
attorneys, paralegals and staff take a direct and deeply personal
interest in the issues and challenges their clients bring to them.
This commitment to excellence and efficiency not only allows
them to give exceptional service to their clients, but to also invest
their time, talent and resources in the communities where they
live and work.

Leonard M. Shulman 
E: LShulman@shbllp.com
Ronald S. Hodges 
E: RHodges@shbllp.com
James C. Bastian, Jr. 
E: JBastian@shbllp.com
Irvine
100 Spectrum Center Drive, Suite 600
Irvine, CA 92618
T: 949-340-3400 | F: 949-340-3000
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Smiley | Wang-Ekvall
Smiley | Wang-Ekvall focuses on providing strategic and cost-
effective best results for its clients in the areas of insolvency,
business litigation, and real estate.   Smiley | Wang-Ekvall’s
clients include debtors, debtors-in-possession, governmental
entities, landlords, secured and unsecured creditors, purchasers
of assets, trustees, receivers, assignees, assignors, plaintiffs and
defendants in high-stakes business litigation, and commercial
and residential developers and builders.

Kyra E. Andrassy
E: kandrassy@swelawfirm.com
Kraig C. Kilger
E: kkilger@swelawfirm.com
Robert S. Marticello
E: rmarticello@swelawfirm.com
Evan D. Smiley
E: esmiley@swelawfirm.com
Autumn D. Spaeth
E: aspaeth@swelawfirm.com
Philip E. Strok
E: pstrok@swelawfirm.com
Lei Lei Wang Ekvall
E: lekvall@swelawfirm.com

Orange County Los Angeles
515 S. Flower Street 3200 Park Center Drive
Suite 250 36th Floor
Costa Mesa, CA  92626 Los Angeles, CA  90071
T: 714.445.1000 T: 213.542.2419

Squar Milner
Squar Milner is one of the nation’s 75 largest accounting firms
as well as one of the largest independent accounting and
advisory firms in California. Squar Milner has offices in Los
Angeles, Newport Beach, San Diego, Encino, and Cayman
Islands. 
Our financial and accounting professionals provide audit, high-end
tax, accounting and consulting services to closely held businesses
and SEC companies, their owners, and middle-to-high net worth
individuals. Our dedicated consultants provide high quality
consulting in connection with litigation support, bankruptcy, and
financial planning.  We are independent members of PKF.

Stephen P. Milner, Managing Partner
E: smilner@squarmilner.com
Katherine Gough, Partner
E: kgough@squarmilner.com
Stacy Chiang, Partner 
E: schiang@squarmilner.com
William Wolf, Partner
E: wwolf@squarmilner.com
T: 949-222-2999
W: www.squarmilner.com

Stradling Yocca Carlson & Rauth PC
Stradling is one of the West Coast’s leading business law firms
with 130 attorneys practicing in eight offices throughout California
and in Nevada. Our corporate, bankruptcy and restructuring,
litigation and public finance practices are well known for their
depth and breadth of experience and service offerings. Clients
include emerging and high-growth public and private companies,
private equity funds, venture capital groups and municipalities.
The bankruptcy and restructuring group, in particular, is one of
the few nationally-recognized practices with hands-on experience
representing various constituents in all aspects of both complex
corporate and municipal bankruptcy cases. The firm has been
recognized for its expertise, value, responsiveness and
outstanding client service and receives annual designations from
U.S. News in its Best Lawyers “Best Law Firms” rankings as well
as Chambers and Partners. For more information about Stradling,
please visit our website at www.sycr.com.

Paul R. Glassman, Shareholder 
E: pglassman@sycr.com
James O. Thoma, Shareholder
E: jthoma@sycr.com
Fred Neufeld, Shareholder 
E: fneufeld@sycr.com
Marianne Mortimer, Associate 
E: mmortimer@sycr.com
100 Wilshire Blvd., 4th Floor
Santa Monica, CA 90401
T: 424-214-7000 | F: 424-214-7010

Sugarman & Company LLP
An accounting and consulting firm providing a wide range of
management, financial, expert witness and litigation consulting
services, court appointed Receiver and Federal Bankruptcy
Trustee or Examiner and court appointed fiduciary. Also acts as
3rd Director, Assignee for Benefit of Creditors and crises manager
and interim CEO or Chairman of the Board.

Randy Sugarman 
E: rsugarman@sugarman-company.com
T: 415-395-7501
Diane LaBelle 
E: dlabelle@sugarman-company.com
T: 415-395-7512
500 Sansome Street, Suite 600
San Francisco, CA 94111
T: 415-395-7500 (voicemail only) | F: 415-658-2858

Sullivan Hill
Sullivan Hill has been San Diego’s business and commercial law
trial firm for more than 40 years. With complementary practice
areas, Sullivan Hill provides full service representation to clients
in a variety of industries including real estate, insurance, retail,
banking and construction. Whether a small business or Fortune
500 company, we are committed to providing the most efficient,
aggressive and responsive legal representation for our clients.
The firm has offices in San Diego and Las Vegas, and provides
counsel worldwide through Meritas. For more information about
the firm, visit sullivanhill.com.

Christopher V. Hawkins, Managing Partner

James P. Hill, President and Insolvency Law Practice
Group Chair
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With more than a 60-year legacy, SulmeyerKupetz is one of the
premier business, financial restructuring and litigation firms in
California with an emphasis on dispute resolution arising out of
commercial disputes, and insolvency and bankruptcy matters.
The firm’s attorneys have broad-based experience in
representing clients from a variety of areas encompassing
litigation, business formation and transactions, mergers, sales,
acquisitions, restructuring, assignments for the benefit of
creditors, bankruptcy, business reorganization, managed
liquidations and municipal debt adjustment.

Howard Ehrenberg, Managing Member
E: hehrenberg@sulmeyerlaw.com
Elissa Miller, Member
E: emiller@sulmeyerlaw.com
333 S. Hope Street, 35th Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90071
T: 213-626-2311
W: www.sulmeyerlaw.com

TrusteSolutions and FSS
TrusteSolutions is a division of Financial Software Solutions, LLC,
a Houston-based software company that provides cloud-based
enterprise software to professionals across the United States.
Our case management software provides regulatory reporting
services and bank integration to insolvency fiduciaries.  FSS also
provides a suite of Web-based apps for legal professionals
through its BlueStylus division, which includes time and billing
tools and secure document-sharing solutions. FSS is dedicated
to providing enterprise-level software that is easy to learn and
easy to use, helping businesses do more with fewer resources
for enhanced productivity.

Kristi Singal, President 
E:ksingal@trustesolutions.com
T: 866-878-7831 x. 7160 | C: 713-384-4008 
Marchand Boyd, Vice President, Sales
T: 866-878-7831 | C: 614-558-8112
W: www.trustesolutions.com W: www.bluestylus.com

Union Bank
As an approved nationwide bankruptcy depositor, Union Bank’s
Reorganization Services offers companies and their advisors
specialized banking and treasury management services designed
to meet the specific needs of the Debtor in Possession,
Bankruptcy/Restructuring Attorneys, Receivers, Chief Responsible
Officers, Chief Restructuring Officers, Assignees, the Chapter 7
Trustee and the Class Action Suit Administrator. Your dedicated
team of professionals will provide in-depth knowledge and
personalized attention. We’re committed to help you succeed!

Runa Kargupta CTP, Vice President
E: runa.kargupta@unionbank.com
T: 866-729-1164
Kimberly Siebler, SVP & Industry Manager
E: Kimberly.siebler@unionbank.com
T: 480-207-5921
W: www.unionbank.com
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AIRA-Association of Insolvency and 
Restructuring Advisors
AIRA is a nonprofit professional association serving the
bankruptcy, restructuring and turnaround practice area. AIRA’s
membership consists of accountants, financial advisors,
investment bankers, attorneys, workout consultants, trustees, and
others in the field of business turnaround, restructuring and
bankruptcy. AIRA members are among the most trusted and
sought-after professionals in matters dealing with limited capital
resources and deteriorating operating performance.
Valda Newton
E: vnewton@aira.org
221 W. Stewart Avenue, Suite 207 
Medford, OR 97501
T: 541-858-1665 |  F: 541-858-9187 
W: www.aira.org

Adams-Levine
Adams-Levine is a premier surety bond provider to the
bankruptcy and restructuring community. As a combined force
for over 20 years, Adams-Levine provides surety bonds to court
districts around the country. Our surety expertise is broad;
however, our primary focus is in bonds for Bankruptcy Trustees
(Chapter 7, 11, 12, & 13), Plan Administrators and Receivers, as
well as in Depository Bank Bonds. Also available are various
types of Court (Supersedes, Appeal, TRO), Fiduciary and
Miscellaneous (Auctioneer) bonds. With offices in New York City
and Houston, our service is fast, friendly and complete; only A
rated surety companies are used.

George H. Adams IIII, Partner 
E: george@georgeadamsinsurance.com
4501 Cartwright Road, Suite 402
Missouri City, TX 77459
T: 281-499-7199 | F: 281-499-9124
Carol Levine 
E: clevine@levinecompany.com
60 East 42nd Street, Suite 965
New York, NY 10165
T: 212-986-7470
W: www.adamslevine.com

Douglas Wilson Companies
Douglas Wilson Companies, founded in 1989 provides a wide
range of specialized business, workout, and real estate
services  to law firms, state and federal courts, corporations,
partnerships, pension funds,  REITs, financial institutions,
and property owners. With offices in Las Vegas, San Diego, San
Francisco, and Washington, DC, the company is one of the
largest  entities of its kind, providing workout and problem
resolution, asset  management,  consulting, receiverships,
development, and construction management services. Over the
past twenty-six (26) years, the company has provided services
for over $15 billion in  assets, including serving  as a court-
appointed fiduciary for over 1,100 matters.

Douglas Wilson 
E: dwilson@douglaswilson.com
T: 619-641-6411 | F: 619-641-1150
Nicholas Wilson
E: nwilson@douglaswilson.com
T: 619-906-4384 | F: 619-641-4385
1620 Fifth Avenue, Suite 400
San Diego, CA 92101
W: www.douglaswilson.com

Fiduciary Real Estate Services
Fiduciary Real Estate Services (FRES) is a brokerage firm
specializing in representing Fiduciary clients in their roles as
Trustees (Bankruptcy and Trust), Personal Representatives and
Agents. Our business model is unique in the sense that we have
to meet a higher level of accountability. FRES understands that
the Fiduciary and their Broker may be under court scrutiny.
Therefore, we do everything to a stricter standard, recognizing
that at any time, we could be called into court to justify our
actions. Knowledge and experience in residential, commercial,
industrial properties, including property and construction
management. Integrity, Experience, Honesty.

Ruben Martinez, Broker/Owner       
E: Ruben@RubenMartinez.com 
23461 El Toro Road, Suite 260
Laguna Woods, CA 92637
T: 949-273-8169 |  F: 949-273-8172

International Sureties LTD
International Sureties, Ltd. specializes in providing trustee,
receivership, fiduciary, court and miscellaneous bonds.  Over the
past 40 years, the company has grown into one of the largest
independent surety agencies in the U.S.  International Sureties,
Ltd. currently handles bonding requirements for Ch.7, Ch.11,
Ch.12 and Ch13 Trustees nationally.  In addition, the company
provides Depository Bank Bonds, Plan Administrator, Disbursing
Agent, Assignee and Examiner bonds throughout the country.
The company has direct access to the major (A rated) surety
markets and the most competitive pricing. Our exceptional
service and response time allows for same day service on most
bonds.

Sara DeJarnette
E: sdejarnette@internationalsureties.com
One Shell Square
701 Poydras Street Suite 420
New Orleans, LA  70139
T: 504-581-4227  |  F: 504-581-1876

Judicate West
Judicate West is one of California’s leading dispute resolution
providers with a distinguished panel of highly respected neutrals
consisting of former judges and attorneys with diverse
backgrounds and extensive experience in resolving all types of
civil disputes.  Their team of knowledgeable case managers is
not only well trained to handle client needs efficiently but also in
a manner that assures neutrality.  Judicate West operates out of
five convenient locations to best serve your ADR needs.  

Heidi Adams, Director of Case Administration
E: heidi@judicatewest.com
1851 East First Street, Suite 1600 
Santa Ana, CA 92705
T: 714.834.1340 
W: www.judicatewest.com 
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Melville Capital is an Advisory and Brokerage firm focused on
monetizing and liquidating illiquid assets and structured financial
products.  These assets include Life Insurance Policies, Annuities
and other assets with predictable cash flows.  In insolvency
matters, there may be substantial additional dollars generated
and available to companies in transition, Turnaround and
Bankruptcy advisors and Trustees. We represent and advise the
policy owner, whether Debtor, Creditor or Trustee, in negotiating
and accepting bids from competing Institutional Investors and
manage the entire transaction.  With respect to Life Insurance
Policies, the net result is a lump sum cash settlement in excess
of the cash surrender value(if there is any) while relieving the
current policy owner of all future premium obligations.

Doug Himmel, Managing Partner 
E: dhimmel@melvillecapital.com
25 Paloma Ave.
Venice, CA 90291
T: 866-511-5990  |  F: 631-290-2422
W: www.melvillecapital.com

Millennium Trust Company
Millennium Trust Company is a leading Automatic Rollover IRA
provider for retirement plans. Our solutions are tailored for open,
terminated and abandoned plans and help plan sponsors comply
with DOL Safe Harbor requirements for automatic rollovers. We
work with a wide range of professionals and offer a full
complement of solutions to address such plan related issues as:
missing participants, uncashed checks, benefit distributions and
notification services. For more information, please visit our
website at www.mtrustcompany.com.

Terry Dunne, Managing Director of Automatic Rollovers
E: tdunne@mtrustcompany.com
2001 Spring Road, Suite 700
Oak Brook, IL 60523
T: 630-368-5675  |  F: 630-368-5698
W: www.mtrustcompany.com

National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees
The National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees (NABT) is a
nonprofit association formed in 1982 to address the needs of
Chapter 7 trustees. The association sponsors two educational
events each year, maintains an interactive website and publishes
NABTalk, a quarterly magazine.

Nancy H. Cooper, Executive Liaison 
E: ncooper@usit.net
1 Windsor Cove, Suite 305
Columbia, SC 29223
T: 800-445-8629  |  F: 803-254-9725
W: www.nabt.com

Rosen + Genovese – Real Estate Services for
Bankruptcy Trustees
Rosen and Genovese offer complete, integrated transaction
management for Bankruptcy Trustees in the sale of real property
assets. With over 30 years of combined experience representing
Trustees, they are uniquely qualified to value, list, and transact
real property sales throughout California.

Nathan Genovese 
E: bktrusteerealestate@gmail.com
T: 707-205-6797

Sherwood Partners Inc
Since 1992 Sherwood Partners, Inc. has been recognized as one
of the premier corporate advisory and restructuring firm in the
country. Sherwood Partners is the industry leaders in IP
monetization and ABCs.
Serving our clients in the areas of: Corporate Restructuring,
Advisory Services, Interim Management, Assignments for the
Benefit of Creditors (ABCs), Intellectual Property Monetization (IP)
(Patents & Trademarks) Distribution Agent(s), Creditor Committee
Representation, and Managed Liquidations.

agencyIP represents owners and creators of Intellectual Property
(IP) (Trademarks & Patents). We focus on IP Sales, Licensing,
Augmentation and Brand Management.

Solutions | Results | Success | Since 1992
Silicon Valley | Los Angeles | New York

Martin D. Pichinson
E: mdp@shrwood.com | mdp@agencyip.com 
T: (650) 454-8001
W: www.shrwood.com   |   www.agencyIP.com
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Fill out the Survey and drop it in the box at the Registration Desk or at the Sunday Brunch. Survey prize drawings will be at 9:15am at Sunday
Brunch. Entrants must must be present to win. 

Print Your Name & email (if you want to be in the prize drawing) __________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1. How would you rate the educational program this year?
� Excellent � Good � Average � Poor � N/A

2. How can the educational program be improved? What topics would you like to see covered for 2016? ____________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Rate this year’s educational sessions:

Friday Keynote Address: Hon. Willie L. Brown, Jr. � Excellent � Good � Average � Poor � Not Attend

Friday: Judges’ Roundtable Lunch & Discussion � Excellent � Good � Average � Poor � Not Attend

Friday: BAPCPA 10 Years Later � Excellent � Good � Average � Poor � Not Attend

Friday: BK Jurisdiction Post-Stern � Excellent � Good � Average � Poor � Not Attend

Friday: ABI Confirmation Mock Hearing � Excellent � Good � Average � Poor � Not Attend

Saturday: 7am Ethics- Debt Collection Practices � Excellent � Good � Average � Poor � Not Attend

Saturday: Judges’ Roundtable Breakfast & Discussion � Excellent � Good � Average � Poor � Not Attend
Best Practices for Presenting Your Case

Saturday: Revisions to the UFTA � Excellent � Good � Average � Poor � Not Attend

Saturday: Game Show Hosted By Judge Bluebond � Excellent � Good � Average � Poor � Not Attend

Saturday: Consumer Bankruptcy Program � Excellent � Good � Average � Poor � Not Attend

Saturday: YIP Program � Excellent � Good � Average � Poor � Not Attend

5. How would you rate the Meritage Resort as a conference site?
� Excellent � Good � Average � Poor � N/A

6. What single event or thing did you enjoy MOST & LEAST about the Conference? ____________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.  How can future Conferences be improved? ______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. In which area do you live?
� Bay Area � Fresno Area � Inland Empire � LA County � Orange County
� San Diego Area � Sacramento Area � Other California � Non-California

9. Do you plan to attend the May 2016 Conference at The Hyatt Indian Wells?
� Yes � No � N/A � Don’t Know

10. Are you interested in working on the Education Committee in 2016?  (Check One: � NO   � YES)

Name:__________________________________________ Firm/Company: ______________________________________________

Telephone: _______________________________________ Email: ____________________________________________________
A member of the committee will contact you.

11.  Any comments on how the JBS & Associates staff could better serve you?________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If you forget to turn in the survey at the Conference, mail to: 
JBS & Associates, 954 La Mirada, Laguna Beach, CA 92651.

We appreciate your input.

2 0 1 5 C B F  C o n f e re n c e  S u r v e y
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CBF is an organization comprised of  local bankruptcy forums throughout the 
State of  California. Its main purpose is to provide educational support and 
networking between the members, thereby providing better service to the

general public in the bankruptcy field.

2015 California Bankruptcy Forum
Local Forum Contacts

Bay Area Bakruptcy Forum
Jodi Owens - Administrator

4061 E. Castro Valley Blvd., Ste 184 
Castro Valley, CA 94552

T: 510-589-8749
E: jodi.owens@gmail.com

W: www.babf.com

Inland Empire Bankruptcy Forum 
Heather DeSha - Administrator
6789 Quail Hill Parkway #204

Irvine, CA 92603
T:/F: 951-479-3585
E: info@iebf.org  
W: www.iebf.org 

Orange County Bankruptcy Forum 
Heather DeSha - Administrator
6789 Quail Hill Parkway #204

Irvine, CA 92603
T:/F: 949-681-8676
E: info@ocbf.org  
W: www.ocbf.org

San Diego Bankruptcy Forum 
Tina Wright  - Administrator
c/o Kirby & McGuinn APC
707 Broadway, Suite 1750
San Diego, CA 92101
T: 619-398-3356
F: 619-398-3357

E: TWright@kirbymac.com
W: www.sdbkforum.org

Central California Bankruptcy Forum
Kasi Welte - Administrator

901 5th Street
Clovis, CA 93612
T: 559-323-2100

E: Kwelte@sjcl.edu
W: www.ccbankruptcy.org

Los Angeles Bankruptcy Forum
Daphne Masin - Administrator

40 E. Verdugo Ave.
Burbank, CA 91502
T: 818-972-5319

E: dmasin@creditservices.org
W: www.labankruptcyforum.org

Sacramento Valley Bankruptcy Forum
Tom Phinney - 2015 President

Parkinson Phinney
400 Capitol Mall, Ste 2560
Sacramento, CA 95814

T: 91- 449-1442
F 916-449-1440

E: tom@parkinsonphinney.com 

California Bankruptcy Forum State Office
Jeanne Sleeper

c/o JBS & Associates
954 La Mirada St.

Laguna Beach, CA 92651
T: 949-497-3673 x300

E: jsleeper@jbsmgmt.com
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